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Sudan rejects separate security for south 

^ Sedan's nortbem-domiiiated government has rejected a 
Sen^jp^posai u peace talks In Atop that separate secants 
^ran ge^ueptt be applied In southern Sudan. Government delegate 
fanning MinisU:r An A| Haj Mohammad toM reponm 
mnre *®cqH *** proposal made at the Mgeriaft- brokered 

that 8 d ^ ca ^ >old civil war with southern rebels. Nigeria proposed 

$odmese anoed XertE 

XJwJSSi v* Ubcranoa Army (SPLA) should remain separately 
U suggested an interim government headed by an SPLA 
3£i™SJ lp for «»* c ?-n Sudan aSh a range of pom that include 
John 8 ^5*“ aEK ^ secumy in die region. Nhail Deng, spokesman for 
S^^V m81 ?? reain SPLA » ^ ** «*wvemem generally 

s P^POsak* “We a« n« opposing most of the 
Proposes- We find the proposals qnfte good," be told Retuera Friday. On 

ooerai*: ^ g^eroment and SPLA agreed Islamic law should not 

c^racte m the south but they remained divided over whether Shatf a 

: ° Wtthemos living in the capital of Khartoum. The SPLA 

centra IO ?P cratc * multi-legal system with laws -of a secular 

centra 1 authority taking precedence. ■ 
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Nadir says he fled to tell his story 

KYRENIA, Cyprus (M — Fugitive Tuiltisll CyyuiM tycuon A»Jj N»jj' 
said Friday he had Co leave Britain to be aWc to tell his side of Ac Folly 
Peck investigations and the legal procedures. ’’There was absolutely no 
possibility of getting a fair trial because of all the scuMuggerv. .o.d 
reporters in Kyrcnia in north Cyprus. The whole affair had been cloaked 
in secrecy either by threats or contempt of court or by bcjnngs in camera 
and heatings in chamber" he added. Mr. Nadir, appearing before the 
dess for ihc second time since his arrival in north Cyprus after skipping 
bail in Britain, refused to answer any questions after reading a written 
text. British police said Mr. Nadir had been involved m a second 
investigation, unrelated to fraud and theft charges pending against him. 
Media reports said the investigation wes related to an attempt m Mr. 
Nadir’s associates to bribe the judge in Ihc Serious Fraud Office |!»FOj. 
case against Mr. Nadir, who was lo stand trial in September. In the event 
the judge was never contacted bv the associates, the reports said, anu 
there was no evidence to show Mr. Nadir was personaflv involved tn the 
alleged plot. Mr. Nadir, skipped a record £3.5 million (S5.5 million) hail 
and is now in north Cyprus. A British court issued an arrest warrant for 
him on Thursday. 
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Jordan part of 
Cambodian poll 
team 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 

Minister Shanf Zeid Ben Shaker 
has approved Jordan's participa- 
tion in an international commit- 
tee to supervise U.N.-sponsored 
elections in Cambodia during the 
week of May. Ministry of 
Interior Secretary General 
Salameh Hammad said the minis- 
try had set up a team beaded by 
the director of the ministry's 
administrative affairs depart- 
ment, Abdul Qader A! 
Habahbeh. He said the delega- 
tion, which will leave for Cambo- 
dia Sunday, includes 10 adminis- 
trative governors and heads of 
departments. 

Preparations start for 
Catholic meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Un man 
Catholic Patriarch of Jerusalem 
and the Middle East Michel A1 
Sab bah arrived in Amman Friday 
to prepare for holding the first 
Arab Catholic conference in Am- 
man. Bishop Saleem A1 Sayegb 
told the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the- conference, which 
will open in mid-May, will repre- 
sent more than set million Catho- 
lics in the Arab World. The con- 
ferees. he said, will discuss the 
conditions of the Palestinian peo- 
ple living in the occupied Arab 
territories, means of enhancing 
national unity and Islamic- 
Christian dialogue. 

Brotherhood stages 
rally 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Muslim 
Brotherhood led a Middle East 
peace talks protest through the 
Wihdat Palestinian refugee camp 
Friday. About 300 leaders and 
supporters . of the Brotherhood 
called for a bait to the Arab- 
Israeti miles at a demonstration 
after Friday prayers. 

Noel Foundation 
team ends visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The president 
and members of the Noel Found- 
ation, an international develop- 
mental organisation, leave Am- 
man today-after a fiverday visit at 
the invitation of Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma Bint Talal. 
The delegation visited Queen 
Alia Fund (QAF) projects and 
social community development 
centres in Madaba, Ma’een, 
Mleih, Taibeb, Aqaba and 
Deisah. The guests were intro- 
duced to the various projects the 
QAF has implemented in the past 
fifteen years to help the underpri- 
vileged sections of the Jordanian 
society improve their lives and 
help themselves. In particular, 
they visited the projects that 
generate income for rural 
women. 

DFLP claims attack 

AMMAN (AFP) — A Palesti- 
man group Friday claimed an 
armed attack on an Israeli police 
officer who it said was wounded 
at dawn Thursday near Rebovot 
south of Tel Aviv. In a Communi- 
que received by AFP in Amman, 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine's (DFLP) 
“Red Star” paramilitary arm, 
said one of its commando units 
had opened fire at 0200 GMT on 
the officer’s vehicle, hitting him 
in the chest and arm. The DFLP 
said the officer was rushed to 
hospital where he remained in 
serious condition. Israeli reports 
from occupied Jerusalem said an 
unidentified man pumped five 
bullets with a revolver into the 
officer who was at a stoplight* 
wounding him in the chest and 
atn) . 

UAE withholding 

PLO contributions 

DOHA (AFP) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) is with- 
holding some $12 million in con- 
tributions destined for tire Pales* 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) a Palestinian source in the 
(julf said Friday. The funds rep- 
resent three years worth of con- 
tributions collected from the 



43 million dirhams ($11.7 mil- 
lion), the source said. According 
to the source, Palestinians in the 
UAE set aside five per cent of 
their salaries as contributions for 
the PLO in 1990, 1991 and 1992. 
But the UAE only sent the PLO 
10 million dirhams (S3.6 million) 
in 1992, following the interven- 
tion of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, the source added. 


PLO rejects Israel’s 
self-rule proposal 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) rejected an Israeli draft 
agreement on Palestinian self- 
rule Friday, saying it offered little 
new and warning that Middle 
East peace talks were beading for 
hnpake. 

“We totally reject such a pro- 
ject which gives only some muni- 
cipal powers to the Palestinians to 
reduce tire weight of occupation 
while legitimising it,*’ PLO 
spokesman Yasser. Abed Rabbo 
told Reuters. 

“Such a project again puts the 
peace negotiations <oo the i road to 
impasse,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

Israel rave Palestinian nego- 
tiators in Washington Thursday a 
draft of a joint declaration of 
principles as the framework of an 
interim self-government agree- 
ment for the Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Snip. 

The mood of PLO officials 
turned to pessimism after they 
examined tire Israeli proposal. 

“Finally, no one can expect a 
serious move from Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin who is 
the prisoner of the radical wing of 
his government,” a senior PLO 
official who asked to not be 
named told Reuters. 

The rejection followed signs of 
some progress in Washington in 
negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians, Jordan and 
Lebanon, while talks between 
Israel and Syria were deadlocked 
(see page 5). 

AH rides had agreed to con- 
tinue the latest round of talks into 
a third week. 

Both the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians had said they hoped they 
might agree the declaration of 


principles before the end of this 
round. 

" Israeli spokesman Yosri Gal 
had said Israel and the' Palesti- 
nians had got down to dealing 
with “the essence of self govern- 
ment — structure, legislation, 
elections, land, water and other 
questions that arc at the heart of 
negotiations." 

The Palestinian rejection fol- 
lowed eight rounds of fruitless 
argument and a four-month sus- 
pension catured by Israel's expul- 
sion of 415 Palestinians in De- 


Tbe Palestinians negotiators 
only resumed talks last month 
under intense pre s s u re and badly 
treed concrete progress to show 
their people the peace process is 
working and justify their return. 

PLO sources said Faisal Al 
Husseim, overall coordinator of 
the Palestinian team, and several 
colleagues were on their way 
from Washington to PLO head- 
quarters in Tunis for consulta- 
tions. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said the 
Israels draft contained little new. 

It was “not different from the 
previous projects presented dur- 
ing the era of (former Israeli 
Prune Minister Yitzhak) Sha- 
mir,” he said. 

‘Tt gives some prerogatives 
such as health and education to 
the Palestinians, while maintain- 
ing mfiitaiy and security domina- 
tion,” he added. 

The document “ignores (Arab 
East) Jerusalem and wants to 
consecrate the maintaining of 
(Jewish) settlements,” Mr. Abed 
Rabbo said. 

He denied reports by the 
Israeli press that Israel offer in- 
cluded acceptance of internation- 


al control of elections in which 
the Palestinians would choose 
their self-government authority. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman de- 
clined to comment, saying any 
response would come from 
Israel's peace team in Washing- 
ton. 

A Lebanese negotiator carried 
an Israeli proposal made at the 
peace talks tn Washington back 
to Beirut for further consultations 
with the Lebanese government, 
officials said Friday. 

They said Ambassador Khalil 
Mekawi, the deputy chief of the 
Lebanese delegation at the talks, 
arrived in Beirut laxe Thursday. 
He was to report to Foreign 
Minister Fans Bouez and other 
senior officials Friday. 

Mr. Bouez said Thursday the 
Israeli proposal, made earlier this 
week, ‘ contained “positive signs 
that need some clarifications.*’ 

He said Mr. Mekawi would 
carry the Lebanese response back 
to Washington when the round 
resumes for a third and final week 
Monday. 

Diplomats in Washington said 
Thursday that Israel bad prop- 
osed the outline of a peace settle- 
meat with Lebanon which indi- 
cated that Israeli troops would 
withdraw from southern Lebanon 
if border security arrangements 
could be agreed. 

Jerusalem tug-of-war 

Israel's sealing of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip for 
nearly six weeks has underscored 
the Israeli-Pajestupan struggle 

(Continued on page 2) 

Israelis favour use of force to bar 
pnBoot, page 2 



ANOTHER VICTIM: Palestinians carry the by Israeli soldiers on the edge of occupied Gaza 
body of si eight-year-old Palesthdan boy shot dead City Thursday night (AFP photo) 


Clinton confident of Europe in 

action to end Serbian aggression 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton said Friday 
he was confident the United 
States could find “a common 
policy” with hesitant European 
allies on the next steps to end 
aggression in the former Yugosla- 
via. 

Mr. Clinton planned weekend 
meetings with his security advis- 
ers ami Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who was to return 
Friday night from a week of talks 
with Russian and European na- 
tions. 

“1 just have the feeling based 
on my conversations in the last 
week and the reports that I’ve 
been getting that we can reach a 
common policy,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

“I think we have to turn up the 
beat and keep the pressure on,” 
he added. 

In Rome, meanwhile, Mr. 
Christopher said “some military 
action” could be justified under 
existing U.N. resolutions. 

For “greater military action we 


would much more likely require 
the explicit authorisation of the 
United Nations,” he told repor- 
ters Friday after meeting with 

Italian Foreign Minister Beniami- 
no Andreaxta. 

He did not say what sort of 
action that would be. 

Washington has stepped np its 
calls for action since the self- 
styled parliament of the Bosnian 
Serbs refused to endorse a peace 
plan negotiated by international 
mediators Cyrus Vance and 
David Owen. 

Mr. Clinton, who spoke by 
telephone Thursday with French 
President Francois Mitterrand, 
said he also wanted to hear the 
views of Senator Sam Nunn, a 
Georgia Democrat, and Richard 
Lugar, a Republican from Indi- 
ana, and four other senators who 
returned to Washington on 
Thursday after a tour of the 
Balkans and Russia. 

Lord Owen called on the Un- 
ited States to demonstrate its 
commitment to ending the war in 


Bosnia by sending ground forces 
to join the U.N. humanitarian 
operation there. 

“If tiie United States wants to 

have a firmer response and a 
greater involvement, there could 
be no more powerful statement 
than to make available two, 
three, four thousand contributors 
to the (U.N.) force with a huma- 
nitarian mandate,” Lord Owen 
said. 

“Europe, I think, is entitled to 
say.— ‘let’s be partners on the 
ground as well as in the air and in 
the sea.’ ” 

Lord Owen, co-author of the 
plan rejected Thursday by the 
Bosnian Serb parliament, told a 
news conference there had not 
yet been a “meeting of minds” 
between Washington and its allies 
on stronger action, possibly milit- 
ary, if the Bosnian Serbs con- 
tinued to reject the peace settle- 
ment. 

But ' be bailed what he called 
(Continued on page 2) 


Jordan tries to avert Jordanians’ losses 
from invalidation of Iraqi currency 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian au- 
thorities are in contact with the 
Iraqi government in an effort 
to avert the potential losses of 
Jordanians from Wednesday's 
Iraqi move to invalidate part of 
its pre-l99Q banknotes, Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad Saeed 
Al Nabulsi said Friday. 

“We are in touch with the 
Iraqi authorities over the issue, 
and hope to have a clear pic- 
ture of the situation in the next 
two days,” Dr. Nabulsi told 
the Jordan Times. 

The CBJ governor said: 
“The contacts (with Iraq) are 
of a general nature without 
specific reference to any categ- 
ory.” 

He was answering a question 
whether Jordan was specifical- 
ly seeking to ensure that Jorda- 
nian exporters who have taken 
Iraqi banknotes in payment for 
goods would be compensated 
for their losses. 

It was usual for the Central 
Bank of Iraq, acting in concert 
with other concerned minis- 
tries and departments, to pay 
in hard Iraqi currency to pay 
for imports. In turn, the trad- 
ers used to take out the money 
out of Iraq under a special 
permission and exchange it in 
the open market. 

“It’s not a secret that sub- 
stantial quantities of Iraqi 
money in Jordan were not 
smuggled but were brought out 
with the consent of the Iraqi' 
authorities,” Abdullah En- 


sour, minister of industry and 
trade, was quoted as saying by 
Reuters. 

Dr. Nabulsi said the CBJ did 
not have any official assess- 
ment of the volume of the 
invalidated 25-dinar banknotes 
in Jordan. But he expressed his 
personal opinion that it oould 
be in the range of 400 to 500 
million Iraqi dinars. 

Calculated at 30 Jordanian 
fils to the dinar, the value of 
the estimated volume would be 
around JD 15 million. But in- 
dependent dealers and banking 
officials say Jordanians could 
have lost as much as S100 
million. 

Fahed Fanek. a columnist 
for the Jordan limes and Al 
Ra’i. wrote Friday that Jorda- 
nians held less than two per 
cent of the invalidated Iraqi 
currency. 

The CBJ governor, who 
Wednesday asked the security 
authorities to enforce a total 
ban on the entry of any Iraqi 
currency to Jordan, said the 
Kingdom had not proposed 
any mechanism or formula to 
ensure that the invalidation of 
the so-called “Swiss" notes did 
not affect Jordanians. 

The Iraqi government has 
set a Monday deadline for the 
exchange of all 2S-dinar 
“Swiss” notes to the Al 
Rasheed and Al Rafidain bank 
branches within the country. 
Iraq has closed its borders until 

(Continued on page 2) 

Hah of Iraqi oil supply not seen 
posing problem, page 3 
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A Jordanian trader displays his bolding of Iraqi dinars rendered 
potentially worthless by the Iraqi government last week (photo bv 
Yousef Al 'Allan) 


Kuwait 
blocking 
initiative 
to heal 
Arab rifts 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Kuwait is blocking 
an initiative to heal inter-Arab 
differences and achieve recon- 
ciliation among Arab countries. 
Arab League Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid has indi- 
cated. 

The Qatari News Agency 
(QNA) quoted Dr. Abdul 
Meguid as confirming reports 
that Kuwait was behind the drop- 
ping of such a formal initiative 
dunng a meeting of the Arab 
League council in Cairo last 
month. 

According to reporters at that 
time, the proposal, one of the 
themes that went through the 
corridors but did not materialise 
on the table, was to set up a 
tripartite committee — Egypt. 
Morocco and Mauritania — to 
settle inter-Arab differences. 

In the proposal _ presented by 
Dr. Abdul Meguid was reported- 
ly vetoed by Kuwait. 

In his latest comments, Dr. 
Abdul Meguid said he was re- 
launching the initiative. 

The initiative, he saw, calls on 
the Arab countries to mutually 
respect their sovereignty over 
their national soil and reject in- 
timidation or the use of force to 
resolve their disputes. 

The initiative, he said, also 
includes setting up an Arab troika 
similar to ibe European troika, 
being the former chairman of the 
Arab League, Egypt, the current 
chairman, Morocco, and the next 
chairman, Mauritania, to work 
side by side with the League 
secretary general to clear the 
Arab atmosphere. 

Speaking at a seminar at the 
Egyptian Press Association 
Wednesday, Dr. Abdul Meguid 
said Kuwait “held the view that 
time was not ripe for discussing 
the issue at the meeting of the 
Arab League council last 
month.” 

Thus, he added, “the council 
derided to refer the issue to Arab 
heads of state.” 

Dr. Abdul Meguid will soon 

embark on a tour of Arab states 

* 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Jordan asks EC for debt relief 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan, trying to 
pare down its $7.3 billion foreign 
debt, has asked the 12-nation 
European Community (EC) for 
debt relief to help it sustain eco- 
nomic growth. 

The request, which noted Jor- 
dan's support for Middle East 
peace talks, was made in a letter 
sent by the Finance Ministry in 
late March and made available to 
Reuters on Friday. 

The letter said Jordan faced 
rising unemployment, increasing 
poverty and a sharp drop in living 
standards and it could not afford 
to ease these problems because of 
debt repayment. 

“Under these circumstances, 
the support given to Jordan to 
alleviate its debt rescheduling is 
most inadequate and does not 
provide the necessary conditions 
for sustainable growth," it said. 

"We therefore seek the sup- 
port of the European Community 
as well as the countries of the EC 
to enable Jordan to get total or 
partial debt reduction. '* 

European diplomats said their 
governments bad taken the letter 


as a specific request for reduction 
of the EC debt. Some said it was 
the first time Iordan, which has 
pleaded for bilateral debt relief in 
the past, had approached the EC 
as a group. 

But one diplomat said that EC 
states, grappling with their own 
economic and budgetary prob- 
lems, were unlikely to accept 
such a request which could set 
precedents for other debtors. 

About 23 per cent of Jordan's 
total S7.3 billion foreign debt is 
owed to EC member countries 
and institutions. 

Debt servicing for the Euro- 
pean loans, the letter said, was 
expected to total about $180 mil- 
lion a year between 1993 and 
1995. 

Debt repayment, it added, 
accounted for about 25 per cent 
of reoccuring public spending. 

Jordan told the EC debt relief 
would help sustain growth backed 
by a seven-year International 
Moneatary Fund-agreed reform 
plan. 

“Jordan is at present playing a 
constructive role in the Middle 
East peace process. This policy is 
not supported by a large segment 


of political parties in the coun- 
try," the letter added. 

Amman has rescheduling part 
of its debts to the Paris Club of 
official Western creditors and is 
currently negotiating debt res- 
tructuring with its commercial 
creditors. 

The letter renewed Jordan’s 
request for debt reductions to 
help compensate it for losses 
caused by the 1990-1991 Gulf 
crisis. The Kingdom said U.N. 
trade sanctions imposed on Iraq 
after it invaded of Kuwait in 
August 1990 were costing Jordan 
$250 million a year, mainly in lost 
business with 'Baghdad. 

Jordan boasted 11 per cent 
economic growth in 1992 and its 
stock market gains were among 
the highest in "the world, mainly 
due to a mini-booms caused by 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) directed reforms and the 
return of over 300.000 Jordanians 
from Kuwait after the Gulf crisis. 

But many officials and private 
economists express fears that the 
recovery in Jordan's debt- 
burdened economy may not be 
sust.iinahlc without further eco- 
nomic reform and assistance. 


Rabin faces major 
crisis in coalition 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is pre- 
senting a leading dove in his 
cabinet with a bitter choice — 
step down to appease another 
coalition partner or be responsi- 
ble for ibe collapse of Middle 

East peace talks. 

Israel's current coalition crisis, 
the most serious since Mr. Rabin 
took office 10 months ago, under- 
scores how vulnerable the peace 
talks are to domestic political 
instability. 

On Friday, Israeli newspapers 
outlined a scenario in which Mr. 
Rabin would put' Education 
Minister Shulamit Aloni in the 
position of either quitting to satis- 
fy a religious faction or causing 
the fall of the government — and 
an end to the peace talks. 

“Rabin is not firing Aloni. He 
is leaving a loaded pistol on the 
table and leaving the room,” 
political columnist Nahum Bar- 
nea wrote in the Yedioth Ahro- . 
noth daily. 

The ultra-orthodox Shas party 
set off the crisis Thursday, saying 
it would quit the coalition Sunday 
unless Mrs. Aloni, leader of the 


leftist Meretz bloc, was fired from 
her cabinet job. Mrs. Aloni is 
hated by observant Jews for her 
liberal social views. 

Without Shas, Mr. Rabin could 
cling to power with the outside 

support of Arab legislators, but 

would be bereft of his “Jewish 
majority” in parliament seen as 
vital for the peace talks. 

Mr. Rabin met with Mrs. Aloni 
and Shas leader Aryeh Deri 
Thursday but was unable to find a 
compromise. 

Mr. Deri said Mrs. Aloni had 
insulted religious sensibilities just 
too many times. “We and Meretz 
are like milk and meat," Mr. Deri 
said, referring to Jewish dietary 
laws requiring separation of the 
two. 

, tyfrs. Aloni was adamant about 
staying on. "This is Rabin’s prob- 
lem, not mine,” Israel Radio 
quoted her as saying Friday. 

Mr. Rabin Friday cancelled a 
trip to Strasbourg, France plan- 
ned for Monday. 

Few people noticed when Mrs. 
Aloni declared that Mr. Rabin 

(Continued on page 2) 


Rabbani 
appeals to 
Rafsanjani 

NICOSIA (R) — Afghan Pres 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani h j 
appealed ro Iran to mediate bt 
tween Afghan factions whos 
quarrels have sparked rockt 
attacks on Kabul again, Iran 
IRNA news agency said Frida; 

It said a message from Mi 
Rabbani for President Akb; 
Hashemi Rafsanjani was del 
vered in Tehran Thursday, th 
day nine rockets crashed into tii 
Afghan capital, killing two pet 
pie and wounding 12 according i 
Kabul Radio. 

Urging Mr. Rafsanjani i 
launch a mediation drive, M 
Rabbani said the Afghan goven 
mem "believes that Your Exce 
lency’s role and personalii 
would be effective in removjr 
misunderstandings” amor 
Afghan factions. IRNA said. 

The Afghan Ministry of D< 
fence blamed the hardline Hezl 
e-Islami of Prime Ministe 
designate Gulbuddin Hekmarv: 
and iu Shiite Hezb-e-Wahdi 
allies for attacking govemmei 
positions Thursday. 
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Pakistanis aim to keep Mogadishu calm 


By Paul Alexander 

The Associated Press 

MOGADISHU — It was great 
evening for a ride Thursday — 
cool breezes after a steamy day, 
another brilliant orange sunset 
and a full, yellow moon looming 
on the horizon. 

Hie Pakistani soldiers, with 
new blue U.N. badges pinned to 
their khaki uniform sleeves, were 
not paying attention to the set- 
ting. They were looking for trou- 
ble and guns. 

Much of Operation continue 
Hope's hope for success in rebuilding 
Somalia lies in the Pakistanis’ 
ability to keep Mogadishu’s 
streets at least as safe as they 
became under the Marines who 
just left 

Somalis worry whether the 
Pakistanis are tough enough for 
the job. The Pakistanis know 
they will be tested, by chance or 
design. They say they’re ready to 
hit rack the first time to set an 
example. 

So Car, their transition period 
has been pretty smooth. The bulk 
of the 4,700 Pakistanis arrived in 
Last April. The Marines dimed 
patrols with them for a few days 
before the United States turned 
over control of Operation Res- 
tore Hope to the United Nations. 

“We were nervous at first, but 
now we have t enough confi- 
dence,” said Lieutenant Arif 
Rehan..- 

The problem is winning the 
people's confidence and respect. 
Somalis' -view the Pakistanis as 


weak because they were unable 
to halt looters while protecting 
the port last year. A U.S.-led 

coalition was called in to safe- 
guard food shipments to the 
starving. 

The Pakistanis point out they 
had only 500 men at the time and 
were operating under much stric- 
ter rules of engagement that res- 
tricted them to shooting only if 
fired upon. 

Until their U.N. vehicles arrive 
later this month, they are out 
there in the dark green, right- 
hand drive Toyota pickup trucks 
bought from a dealer in Karachi. 

Four soldiers in the back cany 
SMG rifles, a takeoff on the 
AK-47. A fifth mans the 7. 62- 
caliber, belt-fed machine gun 
mounted in the truck bed. 

Two trades, separated by about 
50 metres, cruised slowly Thurs- 
day evening down a main road 
scattered with bone-jarring 
potholes and lined with piles of 
burning trash. Women and chil- 
dren carried loads of water or 
firewood home. Donkey-drawn 
carts carried heavier loads. 

Suddenly, the lead truck 
accelerated. It pulled alongside a 
battered pickup truck, motioned 
the driver over, sped up again 
and nosed across die road to 
prevent any chance of escape. 

Universal sign language got the 
ax passengers out for a quick 
frisk. A search of the vehicle 
turned up no guns. With an “OK. 
thank you very much,” the patrol 
was on the move again. 

It cruised through a market 
that even after dark was bustling 
with food stands and vendors 





PLO rejects Israel’s proposal 


children play 
(AFP photo) 


gamM with an abandoned machine-gun on a 


leading to Mogadishu 


selling bandies of the mildly 
narcotic khat leaves that are 
widely chewed here. Gas-po- 
wered lanterns abounded. Gener- 
ators powered a few fluorescent 
street lights. 

Although a couple of kids 
made obscene gestures after beg- 
ging for water or other handouts 
failed, most waved and yelled 
“Zindabad Pakistan” Urdu for 
“Long live Pakistan.” 

The 90-minute patrol was un- 
eventful. The soldiers searched 
about a dozen vehicles overall 


and found no weapons. No chil- 
dren threw rocks. No gunshots 
rang out 

There are tradeoffs involved in 
having the Pakistanis replace the 
American forces who controlled 
Mogadishu and Merca until last 
week. 

Most Somalis speak only 
Somali and maybe some English, 
Italian or Arabic. While Pakistani 
officers generally speak fairly 
good English and one accompa- 
nies each patrol, most enlisted 
men speak only Urdu and maybe 
a little Arabic. 


Before they go out on the 
streets, the soldiers are taught a 
few key phrases in Somali, like 
“Get out of the car,” “Lay 
down” and disperse. 

The Pakistanis figure any lan- 
guage barriers are more than 
balanced by the fact they share a 
religion with the overwhelming 
Muslim Somalis. 

“That is file biggest advantage 
we have,” said Captain Sharif 
Tariq. “Language is not that 
much of a barrier. And our peo- 
ple are learning their Language.” 


Sixth person charged 
in New Y ork bombing 


NEW YORK (AP) — A Palesti- 
nian who was held as a suspect in 
the World Trade Centre blast was 
charged Thursday with conspira- 
cy to destroy the building. 

Ahmad Ajaj, 27, was the sixth 
person charged in die case. The 
Feb. 26 blast in the heart of New 
York’s financial district killed six 
people and injured a thousand. 

Mr. Ajaj told the Associated 
Press recently that he illegally 
entered the country last year Car- 
Tying bogus passports and do-it- 
yourself bomb-making books. 

Mr. Ajaj , because of his illegal 
arrival, was in a federal jail in 
Manhattan when the explosion 
rocked the trade Centre complex 
on Feb. 26, killing six people and 
injuring more than 1,000 others. 

He was freed on March 1 but 
taken back into custody eight 
days later. 

The federal charges, distri- 
buted to the media by his attor- 
ney, detailed his arrival on Sept. 
1, 1992, and the approximately 12 
bomb manuals that federal au- 
thorities seized from him. 

. Mr. Ajaj’s attorney, Lynne 
Stewart, faxed the charges to the 
Associated Press, and U.S. pro- 
secutors were not immediately 
available for comment. 

Ms. Stewart said in a news 
release that Mr. Ajaj was to be 
arrainged on Friday in federal 
court. She could not be reached 
for further comment. 

The federal complaint came a 
day after Ms. Stewart held a news 
conference to complain that 
federal authorities had been hold- 
ing Mr. Ajaj for two months 
without charges. 

, The twin towers of the trade 
centre, the World’s second-tallest 
building, were shaken to their 
foundations by the February ex- 
plosion. Some 230 kilogrammes 
of chemicals were set off in a van 
:ed in a garage adjoining the 
aiding complex. 

Authorities have said the che- 
micals, readily available through 
illegal means, were mi: .-«• 
the deadly combination at a stor- 
age locker in New Jersey. The 
charges against Mr. Ajaj said his 
bomb manuals contained chemic- 
als and compounds like those 
found in the locker, including 



urea and nitric add. 

In addition to the deaths and 
injuries, hundreds of milli ons of 
dollars in property damage were 
caused by the explosion. 

In the worldwide investigation 
that followed. Middle East ex- 
tremism was the focus. 

The six men who have been 
charged so far all have been 
linked to mosques in Brooklyn 
and Jersey City where followers 
of fundamentalist Muslim deric 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman 
often preached. 

Federal investigators have 
established several links between 
Mr. Ajaj and another of the 
suspects, Ramzi Ahmad Yousef, 
the charges filed Thursday, said. 

They said a fingerprint expert 
identified Mr. Yousefs prints on 
two of the bomb manuals seized 
from Mr. Ajaj. 

They also said that Mr. Yousef 
and Mr. Ajaj carried identifica- 
tion documents using the same 
alias, “Khurram Khan,” when 
they entered the United States. 

Mr. Yousef, 25, previously of 
Jersey City, has not been 
arrested, and federal investiga- 
tors believe he has fled the coun- 
try. The Immigratipn and Natur- 
alisation Service says Mr. Yousef, 
bora in the Gulf region, is a 
“professed Iraqi citizen.” 

The others charged, and being 
held, are: Mahmoud Abu Hali- 
ma, of Egypt and allegedly a key 
oiganiser of the bombing; Nidal 
Ayyad, a naturalised American 
of Palestinian descent, Moham- 
mad A. Sal am eh of Jordan, and 
Bilal Alkaisi who has been identi- 
fied as both Lebanese and Jorda- 
nian. 

A sixth suspect, Ibrahim A1 
Gabrowmy, 42, of Egypt, is being 
held without bail but is charged 
only with obstructing justice after 
a fight with two federal agent 
executing a search warrant. 

The complaint charges that Mr. 
Ajaj, Mr. Saiameb, Mr. Ayyad, 
Mr. Abu Halima, Mr. Kaisi and 
Mr. Yousef “and others known 
'"mown, unlawfully, willful- 
ly, knowingly and with malice 
would and did damage and des- 
troy, and attempt to damage and 
destory, by means of fire and an 
explosive, a building used in in- 
terstate commerce.” 


Israelis favour force to 


13 killed 


bar return of land to Arabs ! in Somalia 


I 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Most 
Israelis back settlers using force 
to bar a withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights and against dis- 
mantling Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank. 

A poll published Friday in the 
daily Yediot Ah arc not said 53 
per cent of Israelist against 38 per 
cent backed the derision of set- 
tlers in the Golan to resume to 
force against any pullout while 
nine per cent were undecided. 

Conversely, 67 per cent of 
Israelis opposed the use of arms 
by settlers in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to prevent 
the creation of a Palestinian 
police force in Une with a negoti- 
ated autonomy plan. 

Thirty-two percent advocated 
the use of arms in the West Bank 
and one per cent was undecided. 

The survey of 530 Jews was 
conducted Wednesday and 
Thursday by the Dahaf Institute. 

Fifty-four per cent of Israelis 
against 29.6 per cent would sup- 
port or fight alongside armed 
settlers opposed to dismantling 
Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank, according to another poll 
by the daily Maariv. 

It said 7.5 per cent were in- 
different and 83 per cent unde- 
cided. 

While 50.8 per cent versus 403 
per cent support Palestinian 
autonomy in the occupied terri- 
tories, 69.4 per cent said they 
hoped the settlements would re- . 
main under Israeli authority. 

Another 14.2 per cent backed 
dismantling the settlements, 3.8 
per cent supported Palestinian 
authority over them and 12.6 per 
cent were undecided. 

Maariv’s poll of 506 people was 
conducted by the Gallup Institute 
Monday and Tuesday. 

On Thursday, a leading think- 
tank official said 10,000 Israeli 
settlers were ready to take up 
arms and fight against Palestinian 
rule in the occupied territories. 

Joseph Alpher, deputy director 
of Tel Aviv University's Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies, told 
Thursday’s Jerusalem Post that 
the settlers would fight a Palesti- 
nian police force and the transfer 
of any security powers from Israel 
to the Palestinians. 


Mr. Alpher based his views on 
meetings with settlers, who num- 
ber 120,000 in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, and security officials. 

Settlers' leaders have protested 
against plans to set up an armed 
Palestinian police force for an 
autonomous regime and one has 
even called on Jews to shoot any 
Palestinian with a gun, police or 
not. 

In another development, 
Israeli peace delegation spokes- 
man Yossi Gal said his country 
had accepted international moni- 
toring of elections in the occupied 
territories. 

He roltT Israeli Radio Friday 
from Washington his delegation 
Thursday -presented an eight- 
point working paper to Palesti- 
nian negotiators saying Israel had 
accepted “external (internation- 
al) monitors’ to the election of 
members of a Palestinian council 
that will administer the five-year 
autonomy plan m the territories. 

Mr. Gal said the document 
represented an agreement ham- 
mered out with toe Palestinians 
this week, adding that Israel non 
awaited a swift Palestinian re- 
sponse. 

He said it listed the basis on 
which toe talks must be pursued 
and defined “the aim of toe nego- 
tiations and the different compo- 
nents of toe autonomy regime.” 

Iran to vet 
candidates 
for presidency 

TEHRAN (R) — Some of the 
128 men who signed up to ran for 
Iran’s presidency on June 11 are 
too young or inexperienced to 
stand, a member of the council 
vetting the candidates said Fri- 
day. 

Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati said 
toe Guardian Council was likely 
to review their qualifications and 
announce the list of eligible 
candidates within eight days. 

Incumbent President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, a pragmat- 
ist deric running on a platform of 
economic reforms, is .widely ex- 
pected to win a second four-year 
term. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Bel- 
gian U.N. paratroopers stationed 
in the southern city of Kismayu 
fought off a raid Friday by sup- 
porters of Somali warlord Col- 
onel Omar Jess, a spokesman for 
the U.N. operation in Somalia 
said. 

The attack left an unconfirmed 
death toll of 13, aid workers 
reported. 

U.N. spokesman Major David 
Stockwell said at least one of the 
Belgian troops was injured in an 
exchange of fire as toe Somali 
fighters tried to infiltrate toe port 
city 400 kilometres southwest of 
here. He described 1 toe- soldiers' - 
condition as stable. 

An unspecified number of toe 
Somalis here “injured or killed* 
in toe incident, he added. 

In Brussels, a Belgian military 
spokesman said a Belgian officer 
was injured in the bade during a 
heavy exchange of gunfire. 

The raid was carried out by an 
unknown number of CoL Jess's 
faction stationed in the village of 
Goob Weyn, north of Kismayu, 
the military spokesman said. He 
reported toe situation as calm 
there after the dash. 

It was the first clash between 
blue berets and armed militiamen 
since Tuesday's handover of toe 
U.S. -led Operation Restore 
Hope to a new U.N. command. 

On Wednesday a blue beret 
from Zimbabwe was injured here 
by a bullet fired by a sniper* * 
Kismayu, a strategic port with 
a 160,000 population, is one of 
I Somalia’s main tension zones. 

I It is being fought over by both 
( Col. Jess and rival warlord 
General Mohammad Said Hersi. 

Col. Jess and his supporters 
have accused the 900 U.N. 
peacekeeping troops stationed 
there of favouring Gen. Heisi. 

Gen. Hersi evicted toe last 
elements of Col. Jess' militia 
from Kismayu last month after a 
series of violent demonstrations 
and urban guerrilla attacks. 

Jess supporters fled north into 
the Juba Valley, from where they 
have continued to launch small- 
scale raids. 

Col. Jess was warned by toe 
American-led U.N. multinational 
force in Somalia not to try to 
retake the port. 


(Continued from page 1) 
over the future of Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Rabin, when closing off 

the occupied territories, also slap- 
ped a ring of army roadblocks 
around the Holy City cutting of 
Palestinians from their cultural, 
economic and spiritual centre. 

Israel, making a symbolic ges- 
ture to East Jerusalem Arabs, 
agreed last month to sit down 
with Mr. Husseini, a prominent 
Palestinian leader from East 
Jerusalem, at toe p e a ce talks in 
Washington. 

But seeking to assert is view of 
Jerusalem as Israel's “eternal 
capital,” it dosed off the city. 

“I believe Israel wants to turn 
its annexation of the dty into a 
fait accompli,” said Ibrahim AI 
Dakkak, a leading Arab author- 
ity on Jerusalem. 

Mr. Dakkak said he believed 


Israel may offer to lift ibe block- 
ade ultimately but only after 
wringing concessions from 
Palestinian negotiator, including 
a recognition of Israel s 

“sovereignty” the city. 

Israel has barred West Bank ana 
( }*T* Palestinians from Jerusalem 
and Israel before- But it 

intent on making * ,s 
prompted by Arab attacks, long- 

k^Brfgadier- General Gadi 
Zohar, head of the West Bank 

“civil administration, was 
at a briefing on Thursday if he 
had been ordered to plan for a 

SOTu-pcrmanenr*. or 
ban. He said: “Yes. that s right. 
“It’S few a long period at least. 

Mr. Zohar added. . 

Israeli bulldozers were working 
Friday to prepare a detour road 
around East Jerusalem meant to 

link the northern part of the West 




Bank with the south while bypas- 
sing toe city. 

Israel also tried to run a bus 
shuttle service from Ramajlao to 
Bethlehem without stopping in 
Jerusalem and ordered Palesti- 
nians to obtain special permits for 

entering the dty. 

'•.We are easing the closure, Out 

controlling (the flow of), mOV X 
ment of Palestinians into Israel. 

said Oded Ben-Ami, Mr. Rabin’s 
defence ministry spokesman. 

“We are not excluding Jeru- . 
salem from Israel... there is no 
question about the future of Jeru- 
salem as the undivided capital of 

Israel.” he said. 

Palestinians have resisted the 
Israeli closure of Jerusalem in 
what little ways they can. 

Many Palestinian institutions 
based in Jerusalem and staffed by 
West Bank residents have chosen 
to cut down their services rather 
than apply for permits, fearing *“ 
do otherwise would be viewed 
recognition of the closure. 


as 


Rabin faces coalition crisis 


(Continued from page 1) 

should not have added a tradi- 
tional Jewish prayer to a state- 
ment in Poland marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Jewish uprising 
against toe Nazis in the Warsaw 
ghetto. 

But for the orthodox politicians 
of Shas, it was the last straw. The 
United Tora Judaism party has 
called a censure motion against 
toe government for Monday in 
parliament over Mrs. Aloni. 

An exasperated Rabin moaned 
Thursday: “I can’t believe that 
people who never stop talking 
about peace can create problems 
that could break up toe coalition 
and thereby put an end to toe 
peace process." 

Political commentators on Fri- 
day said Mr. Rabin’s plan was to 
let Mr. Deri submit his letter of 
resignation as interior minister to 
Sunday's cabinet session. 

It takes 48 hours for the res- 
ignation to take effect, and dur- 
ing this time, there win be strong 


pressure on the Meretz bloc — 
which has so far rallied behind 
Mrs. Aloni — to have her to step 
down voluntarily. 

A senior government official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. confirmed that Mr. Rabin 
was sitting back and not hying to 
defuse toe crisis. 

As always in Israeli politics, 
political commentators saw a 
more cynical side to the crisis. 

They noted the Mcrctz-Shas’ 
confrontation may be linked to a 
police investigation into allega- 
tions. Mr. Deri stole government 
funds that is drawing to a dose 
after nearly three years. 

It is possible, wrote Hanna 
Kim in the liberal Hadasbot dai- 
ly, that Mr. Deri hopes to set off 
a cabinet reshuffle in which Mr. 
Rabin would replace the staunch 
justice minister, David Ubai, 
with someone more sympathetic 
to Mr. Deri's cause. 

“Deri, they say. today talks 
about Aloni, but is thinking ab- 
out David Ubai,” she wrote. “If 


it was up to Deri, they say in toe 
Labour Party, be would like to 
see a game of musical chairs." 

Getting rid of Mrs. Aloni also 
would serve Mr. Rabin and his 
centre-left Labour Party in 
another way. They have been 
trying to broaden the coalition 
government by bringing in 
another religious party, the Un- 
ited Torah Front, which has re- 
fused to join a cabinet with Mrs. 
Aloni. 

Other commentators said Shas 
simply wants to engineer Mrs. 
Aloni’s ouster to score points 
with its hawkish constituents, 
some of whom have been camp- 
ing outside toe home of Rabbi 
Ovadia Yosef, Shas’ spiritual 
mentor. 

Yedioth columnist Barnea 
noted that Shas has two prob- 
lems, toe Deri affair and pressure 
on Rabbi Yosef by opponents of 
the peace talks. 

“None of these will be solved 
by removing Aloni... unless the 
rumours are true that Rabin is 
trying to do a cabinet reshuffle on 
Aloni’s back,” Mr. Barnea 
wrote. 


Clinton confident of e nlisting Europe 


(Continued from page 1) 

toe “brave decision” by Serbian- 
led Yugoslavia to cut off supplies 
to its Bosnian Serb allies and said 
this bad to be given time to work. 

Flanked by his new co- 
mediator Thorvald Stoltenberg. 
f- who recentlyiook over from Mr. 
Vance, Lord Owen said: 
“We’re living is veiy - early 
days. This announcement from 
I the Serbian government and the 
federal republic of Yugoslavia 
was only made late last night. Let 
its impact take effect.” 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic said that Serbs would 
comply with a United Nations 
resolution to establish “safe 
areas” in besieged Muslim cities. 

Speaking to NBC televirion 
from Pale, Bosnia, Mr. Karadzic 
said: “We are going to comply 


fully and to coordinate with the 
U.N. personnel according to this 
resolution.” 

“We do think it would be 
better to find final political settle- 
ment, not safe havens, but... we 
will comply and help the realisa- 
tion of this resolution,” be told 
NBC’s ‘Today Show.” 

The Security Council voted 
Thursday to declare “safe areas” 
around Bosnia’s capital Sarajevo 
amf five other Muslim towns be- 
sieged by Serbs. 

Bosnian Serb forces were re- 
ported to be attacking toe Muslim 
enclave of Zepa in eastern Bosnia 
Friday despite toe threat of milit- 
ary intervention by the West. 

Zepa, where about 40.000 civi- 
lians and refugees are besieged, is 
one of the Muslim-led towns and 
communities - declared “safe 


>1 


Jordan tries to avert people’s loss 


(Continued from page 1) 

Monday to check smuggling of 
the currency into toe country. 

Moneychangers in Jordan 
have suspended all dealings in 
Iraqi dinars, but the embattled 
currency was chan ging hands 
Thursday and Friday at around 
10 fils. 

“Many people seem to be 
betting on the chance that gov- 
ernment intervention with 
Baghdad will result in Iraqi 
government honouring the in- 
validated notes held by Jorda- 
nians,” a dealer said. 

Thousands of Jordanians 
who were wagering on toe 
eventual recovery of toe Iraqi 
dinar saw their life-savings 
wiped away by the withdrawal 
of the “Swiss” notes, particu- 
larly that there was a widely- 
held belief that Iraq might re- 
sort to cancelling post-crisis 
banknotes rather than the pre- 
1990, British-printed currency. 

Meanwhile Iraq’s borders 


remained closed Friday, with 
additional Iraqi soldiers de- 
ployed along toe desert fron- 
tier to check smuggling of cur- 
rency ahead of toe Monday 
deadline for the exchange of 
the invalidated banknotes. 

Diplomats arriving from 
Baghdad reported seeing very 
few trucks on the main high- 
way between the Iraqi capital 
and the Trebeil bordcT crossing 
and said a large number of 
tracks were on the Jordanian 
ride of the frontier apparently 
awaiting the border closure to 
be lifted Monday. 

Diplomats and official de- 
legations were exempt on 
Thursday from toe closure, 
which took effect Wednesday 
morning. But, according to 
sources, the closure was -total 
Friday, with even Iraqi diplo- 
mats being denied entry into 
toe country. 

Relief agencies in Amman 
said they were trying to get 


special permission through the 
Iraqi embassy in in Jordan for 
vehicles carrying humanitarian 
supplies. Some of them did get 
' * permission Wednesday 


and Thursday, which explained 
the few trucks reported by the 
diplomats. 

But no such permission was 
available Friday, sources said. 

The beefing up of border 
patrols was not limited to 
Iraq’s frontier with Jordan, 
said an African diplomat who 
arrived here late Thursday. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7731 1U19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

YSsM Lcs A ventures dc L M cspacc 

1&30 Envoyt Sp6dal 

19 M News in French 

19:15 Fcnctrcsur 

News in Hebrew 

2fc00 News in Arabic 

3939 Special programme 

Show 

News in Engftsh 

Feature Film: "Fatal Friendship" 

«:13 Fajr 

0539 (Sunrise) Duha 

1232 Dhuhr 

16:12 ‘Asr 

1945 Maghreb 

2fcS2 ‘Isha 

Churches 

SL Mary of Month Church Swrifieh, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annundatioa Tel. 
637440. 

De b SaBe Church TcL 661757 
TcmwKta Chord) Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aammciatlaa Tel. 
623641. 


a -tgK can Church Td. 670851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cbarcb Td. 

771331. 

Anneals. Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. .771751. 
Ammb International Chord. Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Church of Jests Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824, 664932 
Chord, of Naxaraw Td. 67569 1. 



Dhobrsn 


New Delhi (RJ) 
■ OUT 


Amman 2 2 per cent. Aqaba 26 per KhaKfeW pharmacy 
OCOL 


985417 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology 

Khamani weather conditions win 
prevail today. Therefore, it wiD be hot. 
dry, dusty and partly cloudy. Winds 
will be southeasterly moderate 
freshening at times. In Aqaba, it will 
be partly cloudy and dusty, while winds 
win be southerly moderate and seas 
rough. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 10/28 

Aqaba 17 / 35 

Deserts 9/30 

Jordan Valley 14/33 

Yesterday's high te m pe r a tures: Am- 
man 24, Aqaba 32, Humidity readings: 


NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al $a«wa 732056 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tavycm 620115 

Dr. Yousef Nuscir 751144 

Dr.JamcdTarif- -794710 

FI ras pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salara pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy 637660 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 


Rood Control Centro 

Civil Defence Department 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rone 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue PoCcc' 192. 621 1 1 1. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 


IRBUh 

Dr. Ahmad Oann 
AI Ouds Pharmacy ... 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Yahya Al Tarifi . 


<-> 

(-) 


<-> 


Highway PoGoc 

Traffic Po&x 

Public Scanty Department ........... 

Hold Complaints 

Price Gomptainis 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints , 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas uQs 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdali Telephone Repairs ..... 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 


637111 
6611 II 

630341 

.... 199 

637777 

891228 

775121 

843402 

896390 

. 630321V 

605800 

661176 


897467 


..... 787111 


.... 121 
010230 


623101 

661101 

773111 

774111 


Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority — 815615 
Electric Power 

QwTpany -...-636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti- Airport-.... 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centro 813813/32 

Khalkfi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 

AWIch Maternity, J. Aral.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas, J. Amman -.636140 

Palestine, Shmeiani 664171/4 

Shmcbani Hospital - 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasficr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-AhG. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn ...._• 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich ...... 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen AKa Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQAt 

Zanp Govt. Hospital (09)983323 



Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

numh 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)2/2275 

IbnAINafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

TUs information b supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbc Queen AHa International 
Airport Td. (OSfiSXn-S, where it 
should always be verified. 


Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

ilM Colombo (RJ) 

11:15 ... Beirut (RJ) 

1735 — London (RJ) 

17:45 - Cairo (RJ) 

1S£9 New York, AmacntxmtRJ) 

IMS Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

IhJi — Bangkok (RJ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 
11:39 Sanaa (T 

1 WS Rome. Beirut (A , 

Dubai. Damascus (EM' 

- Beirut (MEj 

21:45 LamacafRJ. 

21:45 Paris. Damascus (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 

Jakarta, Stnpqxjrc (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

07:05 Frankfurt (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

1230 — Amsterdam, New York (RJ 

Paris (RJ' 

1259 Geneva. Madrid (RJ 

J? 15 Aqaba, London <RJ' 

- cwRj' 

2J=3® Bahrain. Doha (a/ 

Jeddah (RJ 

22:15 I -ftfny n 

• Abu Dhabi. Dubai {Rjj 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 

££ <cy> 

i%i| ®wiil (ME) 

21*0 ::: . s™rr<iy) 

13045 Damirs, Pari <AF) 

MARKET prices 

(fertower price in fib per kg. 

£££ TOV700 
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Kuwait blocking 

(Con tinned from page 1) 

to discuss with the leaders of 
these states the initiative. 

He said he does not mind 
including Iraq in his tour pro- 
vided that the Iraqi authorities 
express willingness to resolve the 
problem of Kuwaiti prisoners of 
war. 

The Arab League chief criti- 
cised the international commun- 
ity for its “double standard” in 
dealing with international and re- 
gional issues, saying, “when 
Libya is being pressured and 
punished for its refusal to imple- 
ment U.N. Security Council re- 
solution, the Security Council 
does not resort to exercising any * 
pressure on Israel to force it to 
allow Palestinians expelled since 
last December to South Lebanon 
to go back to their homes in toe 
occupied Arab territories.” 
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Health infrastructure I Temporary halt of Iraqi oi 
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■p® MAJESTY QrreenNoar Thursday visits 
Save the Children 8th Annual Spring 
^xhibitioiL. On display were products front ft* 
Bam Hamhia weaving project and the Jordan 
Hirer Designs Project. The we av in g project 
provides economic opportunities for 870 Bani 
lam I d a women in 12 villages. This year’s 
exhibition differs from previous ones in its 
unique kaleidoscopic display of rugs in eight 
different settings. The settings, all of which 
were designed by Jordanians, blended die 


traditional with the modern and drew upon 
the cattursl heritage of women fas Jordan. 
Exhibited at the Jordan River Designs Project, 
In which 1,000 women have participated, were 
embroidered q uil t s , cushions, waD bangings. 


Queen at the exhibition were Director of Noor 
AX-Hnssom Foundation En’am Mufti (right), 
and Director of Save the Children Jordan 
Field Office Rebecca Salt! (second from right) 


struggles - 

GENEVA (Petra) — Health 
Minister Aref Al Bataineh Friday 
said . Jordan's health infrastruc- 
ture has started to suffer as a 
result of die unexpected popula- 
tion rise prompted by die 1990- 
1991 Gulf crisis. 

Addressing the 46th session of 
the World Health Assembly in 
Geneva, Dr. Bataineh pointed 
out that this increase has aggra- 
vated Jordan’s unemployment 
problem and led to congestion in 
schools, universities and other 
educational institutions, besides 
the negative impact it has had on 
the country’s economy. He added 
that the Kingdom’s economy was 
hit by the U.N.-imposed embargo 
agains t Iraq and the obstacles 
placed on international trade, 
particularly in the Aqaba sea 
port. 

The minister said the progress 
made in achieving the World 
Health Oiganisation’s (WHO) 
goals falls short of the aspirations 
of the international community. 

He stressed that the “Health 
for AH” goal will not be achieved 
until oppressed nations are liber- 
ated and able to exercise their 
right to self-determination, free 
from any pressures or interna- 
tional intervention. 


minister not seen as a problem to Jordan 



Aref Al Bataineh 

Dr. Bataineh emphasised that 
establishing an international 
ethical order to organise the rela- 
tions between the world nations 
through a global soda! charier is 
a prerequisite for reaching the 
“Health for All" target. 

He said the aid provided by 
donor countries to support the 
health sector is an investment 
that can yield good results for 
that country because it helps pre- 
vent the outbreak of disease mid 
epidemics, adding that illness and 
epidemics do not recognise offi- 
cial borders. 


Institutionalise democracy ICRC meeting demands protection 

urges former premier for children caught in armed conflic 


AMMAN (Petra) — Former 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
has called for institutionalising 
Jordan’s democratic experience, 
t asing it on meaningful dialogue 
3.71 on g all political groups rather 
than on narrow interests and con- 
troversial action of various par- 
ties. 

In a lecture he delivered Thurs- 
day at Yarmouk University, Mr. 
Coeidat said Jordan's fonr-year- 
c.'d democratic experiment could 
hive achieved more tangible 
r 'ogress in relations between the 
legislative and executive powers, 
rad it not been for extraordinary 
political circumstances witnessed 
by that period and what he saw as 
a preoccupation with side issues.” 

He voiced hope for a “more 
r.-aiistic” parliament during the 


premier 

dealing with public issues in a 
realistic and objective manner 
and to foster a new outlook and 
method, designed to serve the 
higher public interest. He empha- 
sised the importance of political, 
administrative and social refor m, 
saying that neither the National 
Charter, nor the entire body of 
laws in the country, can achieve 
that reform if human resources 
fail to be used effectively. 

In his lecture, entitled “Demo- 
cracy and the National Charter,” 
Mr. Obeidat also reviewed the 
political map of Jordan and irigfP 
lighted the need to learn from the 
history of political work in the 
country. 

He called on citizens to shoul- 
der tbeir responsibility fai select- 
ing the most capable leaders in 


r- ?xt stage, stressing that the sue- . the conmnumty._ 
csss of any parliament is a mea- ' “Our society and nation do not 
sure of-Jiow a. -whole system; .of tolerate , any, division,'' Mr. 
government-- worksLi : . Obeidat said. He stressed the 

Mr. Obeidat, :who served as .influential role of the mass media 


chairman of the^-Royal Commis- 
sion that drew up Jordan’s 
1 btional Charter, called on admi- 
r : itrators, employees and work- 
ers to prepare themselves for 


in relaying facts ‘about Jordan’s 
democratic experience and the 
need to debate major issues at 
every stage of Jordan’s political 
developments. 


UNRWA warns of cuts 
in services to refugees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
for. Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA)- Commissioner-General II- 
t ±F Turkmen warned of a substan- 
tia! reduction in services to Pales- 
tine refugees “if contributions to 
£*'eviate the agency's $28.5 nril- 
l:cn deficit were not forthcoming. 

Speaking at UNRWA’s infor- 
ir-.al meeting of governments held 
c: agency headquarters in Vienna 
on May 6 and 7, Mr. Turkmen 
t-'ld representatives of 24 govern- 
ments and the European Com- 
munity that the closure of the 
Israeli occupied territories consti- 
tuted a “new emergency” which 
placed additional strain on agen- 
cy finances on top of the 1993 
deficit, according to an UNRWA 
press release issued Friday. 

Referring to the resumption of 
Mideast peace talks in Washing- 
ton, the commissioner-general 
spoke of “a revival of hope,” but 
slid “in stark contrast to this 
envelopment, we see in the occu- 
p- .-d territory that the economic, 
social and security situation is 
v. orse than ever.” 

Two donors were reported to 
have announced special in-kind 
contributions: Spain pledged 
food aid to the value of some 40 
million pesetas ($342,000) and 
Denmark pledged a contribution 
in the form of equipment for the 
Gaza Hospital valued at some 40 


nuUran crowns (56.5 million).* 
Italy announ ced an increase of 
two biOiou lira (51.33 million) 
over its 1992 regular contribu- 
tion, the press release said. 

According to the press state- 
ment, several donor governments 
announced additional contribu- 
tions which will help address the 
agency deficit. Japan increased its 
contribution to the agency's 1993 
regular budget by 51 million. 
Prior to the meeting, Canada had 
announced an extra 500,000 
Canadian dollars (5413,000) to 
the Extraordinary Measures for 
Lebanon a nrith e Occupied Terri- 
tory (EMLOT) and Turkey made 
an additional pledge of 520,000. 

Director or the Palestinian 
Affairs Department at the Fore- 
ign Ministry Adel Irsheid, who 
attended the Vienna meetings, 
voiced at their conclusion Jor- 
dan’s refusal of any reduction, 
Mr. Irsheid said UNRWA can 
find the means to meet the deficit 
in its budget without reducing 
services “which would 'only 
account for one per cent of the 
expected deficit.” 

He also said that Jordan 
opposes stopping appointments 
in UNRWA’s operations areas 
because the bulk of the agency's 
employees are Palestinian re- 
fugees, and providing jobs for 
them is one of UNRWA’s main 
duties. 


European film festival 
opens in Amman Sunday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amman's 
annual European film festival 
Sunday at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

A special feature this year will 
be double screenings of the films: 
each film will be shown at 8:00 
p.m. one evening and again at 
5:00 p.m. the following day 

This year’s programme of 
s?ven feature films is expected io 
give, a flavour of the cultural 
ervereitv of Europe, while cros- 
literally and figuratively, 
rrUny bonders. 

The festival opens with a 
E^lgian-Itafians-U.S. joint pro- 
c'vction, “Wait Until Spring, 
Banditti,” which explore the im- 
migrant experience in 1930s 
America. 

From the Netherlands thdre is 
“The Vanishing,” a tale of mys- 


tery as a young Dutch couple 
travel south through France for 
their holidays. 

The Italian contribution cros- 
ses borders of time and space to 
Russia for Chekov’s classic “The 
Cherry Orchard," while the Brit- 
ish film stays at home and tackles 
the ultimate border with a whim- 
sical ghost story, ‘Traely, Madly, 
Deeply." 

The three remaining films stay 
explore universal social themes, 
Spain with a film version of the 
Lorca classic “The House of Ber- 
muda Alba,” the French “La 
Discrete” is a story of love 
spurned and avenged, while Ger- 
many’s “Wir Konnen Auch 
Anders" follows the adventures 
of two young men in pursuit of 
their inheritance and a new fife. 


for children caught in armed conflict 

By Lima Nabif cancelled because of technical and future action. 

Spe ci al to the Jordan Times difficulties, he said, the ahns of The meeting pointed out tl 

the meeting were achieved in full, difficulties that emerged in tl 


AMMAN — The International 
Committee for the Red Cross 
(ICRC) ended a meeting in Am- 
man Thursday evening deman- 
ding that protection be given to 
children who are victims of armed 
conflicts. 

After a three-day meeting to 
discuss the implementation of in- 
ternational humanitarian law 
(IHL), a senior ICRC official, 
Amer Al Zimati, said the meet- 
ings achieved their purpose in 
highlighting the main issues fac- 
ing the world community as a 
result of abuse of IHL. 

Although the scheduled round 
table discussion on Thursday was 


Delegates from the ICRC and 
Arab countries took part in the 
deliberations to discuss ICRC 
activities and measures that 
should be taken to ensure various 
countries’ respect for IHL. 

The participants also recom- 
mended the formation of an In- 
ternationa] tribunal to try war 
criminals, said Mr. Zimali at the 
end of the meetings at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

The delegates discussed topics 
including violence and the plight 
of civilians in armed conflicts, 
Mr. Zrmali said. 

He said the outcome of the 
deliberations will be submitted to 
the ICRC in Geneva for study 


and future action. 

The meeting pointed out the- 
difficulties that emerged in the 
application of IHL and the role of 
the ICRC to help overcome 
them, according to Mr. Zimali. 

Tawfiq Bouachba, a professor 
of law in Tunis who took part in 
the meetings, said there is no 
alternative to humanitarian in- 
tervention m providing relief for 
the victims of conflicts. 

The international humanitarian 
law provides for such interven- 
tion, he said. 

Referring to the proposed tri- 
bunal for war criminals, he said, 
tiie law does not provide for 
exempting heads of state from 
punishment should they be found 
responsible for war crimes. 


Muslim women in U.S. urge 
scientific reading of Koran 


By Sausan Gbosbeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The North Amer- 
ican Council for Muslim Women 
(NACMW) Is urging women 
everywhere to read the Koran 
using scientific methods, ignoring 
previous inte r pret a tions and ex- 
planations especially those relat- 
ing to women, said Sharifa Al 
Khatib, president of the 
NACMW, at a satellite sympo- 
sium recently entitled “Muslim 
Women in America.” 

“We want to develop ideas that 
are based on the Koran and 
Hadith,” she added. 

Nam, Ms. Khatib said, is a 
liberator of women, not an 
oppressor. “One has to disting- 
uish between traditions that may 
be oppressive of women and 
Nam,” riie maintained. 

“Islam will become fee second 
largest religion in the U.S. by the 
next century,” Ms. Khatib said. 
Mosques, she added, do not “pay 
sufficient attention" to social 
issues and women’s concerns, 
thus the creation of the 
NACMW. 

The NACMW was founded in 
1992 to educate the American 
public about Islam and to put an 
end to the stereotypes. 

The NACMW acts as an in- 
formation source on Islam, Mus- 
lim women and fee Arab World. 
They organise seminars and 
workshops, form ties with the 
American media and professors 


of women’s studies, and publish 
books on related topics, Ms. Kha- 
tib said. 

But she stressed that their 
efforts do not only target Amer- 
icans, but “education should also 
be within the Muslim society.” 

A large sector of the Muslim 
community, she explained, finds 
difficulty, being mostly immig- 
rants, in raising their children on 
the principles of Islam while liv- 
ing in a non-Muslim country, and 
dealing with the American socie- 
ty around them. 

The NACMW, according to 
Ms. Khatib, helps these families 
and aims at integrating fee Mus- 
lim community into the larger 
society. 

Despite the different value sys- 
tems present between the two 
cultures, she affirmed that it is 
possible for parents to instill Mus- 
lim values in their children by 
talking to them calmly and trying 
to convince them, and not by 
giving orders, which is usually 
done in fee Arab World. 

Ms. Khatib said fee NACMW 
also attempts to educate Muslims 
on the rights of women, adding 
that Muslim women in the U.S. 
are better off than Western 
women. 

“Muslim women, in America, 
are not treated worse than 
women of other religions... they 
are respected by their fathers, 
brothers and husbands,” Ms. 
Khatib, a who holds a master's 
degree in comparative religions. 


But, she stressed that the 
media plays a major role in 
spreading stereotypes about Mus- 
lim women and in exaggerating 
any incident of female mistreat- 
ment in the Muslim community. 

“If women cover their heads 
(in the U.S.) it is taken as a sign 
of tbeir oppression,” Ms. Khatib 
said. Women who choose to wear 
the veil find it hard to be accepted 
in the workplace, she added. 

Ms. Khatib said that in some 
cases women were pressured to 
leave their jobs and in others they 
were not hired. 

She stated that Muslims in 
America do not have any “ambi- 
tions” to establish an Islamic 
state in the U.S. “Islam did not 
specify a political system for us... 
we are working through the pre- 
sent system... we try to be effec- 
tive and active members in socie- 
ty.... through our moral be- 
haviour we can be seen as a 
positive force for change.” 

The NACMW, Ms. Khatib 
emphasised, is an economically 
and politically independent orga- 
nisation that cooperates wife 
other organisations in fee U.S., 
such as women's groups and 
other religious associations, to 
reach its goals. 

The satellite symposium was a 
World Net programme aired at 
fee American Centre and in- 
cluded participants from Jordari, 
Jerusalem, Algeria and the Un- 
ited States. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly and Works mi Paper” by Kevin A. Hhuch and 
bulletins ana the daily Arabic press. Readers are Margaret M. Bhach at the American Centre. 
advised to verify the listed time and place with the * Exhibition of paisdnea by Saha Katibah Noorsf 
concerned institutions. at tfe SpanhSTofenral. 

EXHIBITIONS * Exhibition of contemporary Japanese posters at 

the Royal Cultural Centre. 

■ft of pho tog raphs from Jordan by -ft- Exhibition of posters at the Goethe Institnt. 

tog at the Circassia Smxty, 7th * Exhibition of photographs at fee British Coun- 

CO. 




# Lecture entitled “The Map of Jabd Amud in 
the Southern Jordan Desert” by Prof. Edoardo 
Bonatti Von Lowenstem of the University of 
France at 7 p Jta. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “American Intelli- 
gence Activity in the Arab World” by Retired 
Brigaifler-Geaend Mohammad Noor SHthnA* 
at fee Scientific and Cultural Centre of Abdul 
Hameed Shuman Foundation — 6 JO p.m. 


* Close-up photograph exhibition entitled “Inti- 
mate Petra” bv Ptela WHEams-Brown and 


Farah at the Gallery, Inter .Continental Bold. 

fr Art exhibition entitled “The Legend oT Petra 
IF’ by artist Saha Shoman at the National 
Gallery for Fine Arts. 

it Art exhibition by Jordanian artist Ahmad 
Na w asfa at the French Cultural Centre. 

A Art exhibition by Syrian Artist Yousef Abddke 
at Al Balka’a Gallery, Al Fnheis city. 

•it Alt exhibition entitled “Fragments: Weavings 


By P.V. VJrekaiuuid 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq has suspended 
oil supplies to Jordan until Mon- 
■ day when it wifi lift a closure of 
borders imposed fast week, bat 
the suspension is not expected to 
pore any major problem for Jor- 
dan wwch has enough stocks to 
ride out the temporary halt. 

The Iraqi government ordered 
the closure of the borders 
Wednesday to check currency 
smuggling after invalidating part 
of its pre-1990 banknotes in a bid 
to shore up the embattled Iraqi 
dinar. 

Minister of Energy and Miner- 
•al Resources Ali Abu Ragheb 
told the Jordan Times Friday that 
Iraqi authorities had informed 
Jordan that the suspension on the 
overland trucking of oil to the 
Kingdom was only a temporary 
measure and that the flow would 
be resumed Monday, when the 
border closure would be lifted. 

“We tried to ensure that the 
flow is not disrupted but the Iraqi 
officials apologised and said they 
could not continue the supply 
daring the closure period.” Mr. 
Abu Ragheb said. 

The minister said the Iraqis had 


promised to send their own tank- 
ers cam 1 oil to Jordan once the 
closure is ended to make up for 
fee shortfall in reserves caused by 
the suspension in supply. 

The Jordan Petroleum Refin- 
ery Company at Zarqa received 
the last oil tanker from Iraq late 
Wednesday, completing the daily 
supply of 50,000 barrek of crude 
oil and 25,000 barrels of fuel oil. 

The Kingdom's daily consump- 
tion is equal to the daily Iraqi 
supply. 

“We arc not facing any serious 
problem” as a result of the halt in 
the oil flow, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
said. “Wc have sufficient reserves 
of all types of oi! aod oil products 

and wc don't anticipate any prob- 
lems.” 

The minister declined to pro- 
vide specific figures on Jordan's 
strategic oil reserves, but said the 
Kingdom was in a ' 'comfortable” 
position to face the situation. 

The Iraqi oil supply to jordan is 
exempt from the sweeping interna- 
tional sanctions imposed against Iraq 
following is August 19W invasion nt 
Kuwait. The exemption has been 
granted by the U.N. sanctions com 
unitec in view of the fact that no 
money fc changing hands since the 
exports arc in repayment in-kind of 
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The grand prize and 
other prizes will be 
handed to the winners 
on the day of the march, 
May 14, 1933, at Nazek Al 
Hariri Centre 



% ..%v 












☆ Other prizes 

☆ Drawing the lots will take place May 12, 
1993 and results will be announced in the 
local press 

☆ For information please call tel. 611065 

TICKETS ARE SOLD AT 

AMMAN: 17. Al Hussein Camp Pharmacy 

1. Safeway - Jabal Al Hussein 

2. Al Rainbow Star - 1st Circle 18. Malak Pharmacy -AlWihdat 

3. George Sahliyah Electric 19. Al Wihdat Pharmacy - the 

Shop - Jabal Amman - Mirt- Club Street - Al Wihdat 
ran Street 20. Abu Sharif Pharmacy - Al 


4. The Rowers Club - Jabal Am- 
man - Astra building 

5. Rowers Club - Al Fareed 
Complex - Al Abdali. 

6. Burqan for handicrafts - 2nd 
Circle. 

7. Bonita Restaurant - Second 
Circle 

8. Firas Bookshop - 3rd Circle 


Ashratiyeh 

21 . Milano Pharmacy - Gardens 
Street 

22. Basma pharmacy - Gar- 
dents Street 

23. Al Alta Pharmacy - Gardens 
Street 

24. Sakhaa Pharmacy - Gar- 
dens Street 


9. Fayez Beauty Shop - Umm 25. Al Makiabeh Bookshop - 


Uthaina - near San Rock 
Hotel 

10. Sweet Supermarket - Umm 
Uthaina 

.II.Kishek Jewellery - Umm 
Uthaina 

12. Antoine Beauty Shop - Slh 
Circle 

13. Al Khouli Pharmacy - 6th 
Circle 

14. Rwand Pharmacy - Wadi 
Saqra 


Gardens Street 

26. University Bookshop - Gar- 
dens Street 

27. Jamal Pharmacy - Al 
Jubeiha 

28. Al Abdali Pharmacy - Al 
Abdali 

29. Al shadfan Pharmacy - the 

Sports City 

30. The Great Arab Pharmacy - 
King Faisal Street 

31. Babtsh - Shmeisani 


'15. Firas Pharmacy - Jabal Al 32. Rajaa Pharmacy - Shmeisa- 
Hussein n» 

16. The Interior Circle Pharmacy 33. The Jordan Clothing Com- 
- Jabal Al Hussein pany (CJC) - me Housing 

OTHER PRIZES: set m 

1 . Second prize: DAEWOO televisions Issa Mu 

set, coloured, 29 inches, presented 7. Eighth \ 
by the South Electronics Establish- 14 inch 

ment. Khaiili C 

2. Third prize: OKI OF-7 facsimile 8 Ninth or 

machine, presented by the Moden , ' inches 

Arab Establishment for Business. lih c 0 m 

3. Fourth prize: Amman-Toronto- Amman 9 T en ^ , 

air ticket, presented by the Royal air tick! 

Jordanian. Jordanii 

4. Fifth prize: Amman-Frankfurt-Amman 

air ticket, presented by the Royal 9 10. Elever 

Jordanian. Amma 

5. Sixth prize: Samsung television set, Rayal 

14 inches, presented by Ahmad Issa 1 1 ■ Twelfth 

Murad Company. sented 

6 . Seventh prize: Samsung television in additim 


3 Pharmacy Complex - ShJtrerss-. - 

34. Thi- v *^id2n CiGthins Cc.: .- 
■ - Al Wihdat p 3 py (CJC) - A! Sal* 
macy - the 35. Ttv Jordan Clothino Co.~- 
Wihdat P<j‘':v ICslC) - Eive-i.ah - 

rmacy - Al Ha^njs burldinq 

36. Gh=?5an Jewel!en.» - Ta^i:T 

/ - Gardens Khcurs - .Al Swasf.yeh 

37. East om Tours Co - JaPa: 

icy - Gar- Luwi.bdoh 

38. The University Bookshop 

if *■ Gardens L jv.'cilrdch 

39. The Jordanian Inter nr.!:or-:.. 

icy - Gar- Es!= : olishment far Ccrorr.:':- 

_ , 1 cia: Services - Seventh C » - 

lookshop - cle 

40. The Power Hut - Shm'-iso 1 *: 

shop - Gar- 

ZARQA: 

iacy - Al 

The Modern Zarqa Pharma-.- 

macy - Al 

IRBSD: 

■macy - the . A . „ 

1 Ai SacJuun Pharmacy 
Pharmacy - Shuqairi Pharniacy - Yo* - 
et moi:K University St.ee; 

jani 3. Al Hoitham Phar;nac\* - -t.c. 

- Shmeisa- Refu 3M Camp 

thing Con,- AQABA: 
ie Housing Aqaba 

set. 14 inches, presented by Ahaiac 
Issa Murad Company. 

7. Eighth prize: Goldstar television set. 
14 inches, presented by Darwrsh A: 
Khaiili Company 

8 . Ninth prize: Goldstar television se* 1 -i. 
inches, presented by Dan.vish A! Khe- 
lili Company. 

9. Tenth prize: Ar .'i.t isn - Rome- Ammar 
air ticket, presented bv toe Roycy 
Jordanian. 


10. Eleventh prize- Ammsn-Greece- 
Amman air ticket presented bv the 
Royal Jordanian. 

1 1 . Twelfth prize: Sony stereo sef. pre- 
sented by Sony Company 

In addition to Other consolation prizes 
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ights above talks 

I PALESTINIAN decision to suspend the 
; ags of the joint Israeii-Palestfaiian hnnai 
committee needs to be seen in proper 
:‘7 active in order to understand its real idgnifi- 
*. Just as the Israeli government and its 
: ’a ting tea^us have to reckon with their 
. .tuencies back home and win their support hi 
. ursuit of peace, the Palestinians are likewise 
n table to their people and must earn and 
■ their support for the same purpose, other* 
iheir legitimacy becomes eroded. 

to the resumption of the nhifh round of 
ral negotiations, many contacts were made 
=sn the Arab parties and Israel through the 
■ for the purpose of convincing the Arabs, 

. :!ally the Palestinians, that outstanding 
:. : i violations of Palestinian human rights 
be rectified as a matter of high urgency* 

. vas a caveat on which the Pales tinian people 
..3d for the resumption of the talks, 
became clear, by the end of the second week 
: ninth round, however, that Israel continued 
\g its feet on implicit promises for dramatic 
-vements of the human rights situation in the 
;ied territories. Against this backdrop, the 
bility of the Palestinian negotiating teams 
; have become suspect in the eyes of their 
•2 had they conducted their peace talks on 
iaess as usual” basis. 

. believe that the Israeli government has to 
on its pledge to address the human rights 
-ion of the Palestinians, especially vis-a-vis 
:-.cessive use of force against them, and at the 

- time move the issue of the 400 Palestinian 
rtees whose large and powerful constituency 
ins disgrunted by the recent developments. 
Palestinian representatives are justified in 
desire to drive home the message that they 
it about to sell out to the Israelis on either 
exn faced by their people, particularly on the 
tor improved human rights conditions in the 

■'led territories. Hence the decision to act 

- -fully and boldly in calling off the defibera* 
~ of the Palestinian-Israeli human rights 
-Jttee. 

ih the Israeli repressive policies in the Weal 
and Gaza Strip con tinuing to take a heavy 
*ra the lives and well-being of the Palestinian 
‘ 3. the Palestinian negotiating teams must be 
■■ ■ pressed to justify their continued partlripa- 
n a forum ostensibly established to improve 
n rights in these territories. There is bat one 
«r peace talks to go, in order to succeed, and 
:s to have Israel respect I Is human righto 
obligations under both the 4th Geneva 
ntion and the International Covenant on 
and Political Rights. 


ISION by the Arab countries' delegations to the peace 
extend for a third week their stay in Washington reflects 
enness on exhausting every possible effort at die peace 
.n order to reach a just settlement, said Al P m t ow Arabic 
lespitc the optimism which some delegates have been 
r.g at the outset of the ninth session, nothing so for has 
hieved, but there is still hope that the parties can 
.e the continuation of the talks, the paper added. The 
;med that unless the third week brings with it something 
justify the optimism, the whole process could backfire 
-id give way to further frustration that would lead to more 
and tension. Needless to say that harmony and solidarity 
■e Arab parties are needed to help the Arabs deal with 
ng stages of the talks because Israel has been betting on 
he Arabs and achieving its own ends through that tactic, 
the paper. It said that the Arab masses continue to 
news of the talks, hoping to get a glimpse of some 
progress, and the Arab parties are bound to pursue 
■-■wards achieving that end. The paper said that the U.S. 
.ration ought to step in this third week in order to give 
and to show seriousness in playing the role of full partner 
i promised. 

JJMNIST in Al Dustoor daily demanded that the 
,eni introduce some changes or amendments in the 
election law which has become obsolete and does not 
the requirements of democracy and does not satisfy the 
ect<u the population. Saleh Qallab said that it is, for 
. unreasonable to see that a city like Zarqa, with three' 
of a million inhabitants, represented in Parliament 
sum*: number of deputies who represent a sparsely- 
d ivjrion with several thousand inhabitants. The writer 
!; r i t advocating the idea of one man one vote to dead 
pro'nLm. but he wants some amendments that would 
. law more acceptable and fair. He said [that it is 

- .r rj:£ Muslim Brotherhood party and the Islamic Action 
: d-jtnrv'd no change in the present law simply because it is 
ihv.( hdpfd them make major gains in the past elections. 
.., i.. ... U rj.-j the other political parties to make 
vs :.:t. . r ; or apprjtneh the government with constructive 
de.r the situation. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Ninth round of talks proves sterile so far 


The local media last week gave 
prominence to the ongoing 
peace process in Washington, 
the return of the deported 
Palestinians and a host of 
domestic issues, mainly focus- 
ing on the election law. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said 
that the Arab parties have not 
frt found any sign of the role 
o: full partner the U.S. admi- 
nistration promised and 
pledged and therefore nothing 
was achieved by the end of the 
second week of talks. Furth- 
ermore, it seems that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
is under continued pressure 
from the opposition parties in 
Israel not to give any conces- 
sions, hence no progress has 
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Tins view was echoed by 
Ibrahim Al Absi, a columnist 
hi Al Ra’i daily, who said that 
though the Palestinians ex- 
pressed delight over Israel's 
decision to allow 30 Palesti- 
nians to return home after 
years of exile, they feel that 
Israel has not kept its promises 
tc offer concessions at the 
peace talks in Washington or 
tc- create an atmosphere con- 
ductive to achieving progress. 
The writer said what Israel is 
offering the Arabs in the cur- 
rent session is merely the old 
plan of autonomous rule for 
the Palestinians with no prom- 
ise of any withdrawals from 
bads occupied since 1967. 

One can not understand 
Palestinian statements that 
progress has been achieved in 
the present session, at a time 
when one can see no real prog- 
ress on the ground, said 
Sclameh Ekour, a columnist in 
Scwt Al Shaab. 

Against the Palestinian offi- 
cials’ statement one can see 
that Israel is escalating its rep- 
ressive policies and openly dis- 
regarding U.N. Resolutions 
242 and 338 which provide for 
creating an atmosphere for real 
settlement, said the writer. 
One should remember, he 
said, that the whole peace pro- 
cess was essentially based on 
the implementation of these 
resolutions that cater to the 
bartering of land for peace. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist tn Al Ra’i daily, said 
that the Palestinians came 
under criticism for their agree- 
ment to go to the peace talks 
this time in view of the lade of 
progress in the previous ses- 
aons and because Israel has 
escalated its repression on the 
Pr.iestinian population. 

Qut, the writer said, every- 
one in the Arab World realises 
that it is not for Arafat or the 
other Palestinian leaders to de- 
cide, because the whole Arab 
World was under pressure 
from the United States to re- 
sume the talks with the 

Israelis. 

■ 

He said that the Arab coun- 
tries themselves did nothing to 
help the Palestinians regain 
their rights and the whole 
world community has failed to 
come to the help of the Palesti- 
nians, by ending Israel’s rep-, 
ression or repatriating the ex- 
pellees. ' 

He said the Palestinians took 
the current decision to give the 
Israelis one more chance to 
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meet them on the way of 
attaining peace. 

Urging the U.S. administra- 
tion to take some action to- 
wards establishing right and 
justice, a columnist in Al Ra'i 
daily said that as long as 
Washington realises that Israel 
has been occupying Arab land 
since 1967 and recognises U.N. 
Resolution 242, it is morally 
bound to do something to 
bring an end to occupation. 

The writer said that the Un- 
ited States should not only play 
the role of full partner in the 
ninth session: to help the two 
sides attain peace, it should 
also provide material assist- 
ance to the Palestinians to 
make up for their losses during 
the 25 years of occupation. " 

Hani Saoudi, a columnist in 
Al Ra’i- Arabic daily, com- 
mented bn the return of the 
Palestinians from Jordan to 
Palestine by saying that the 
move delighted all Arabs. In- 
deed, the eviction of rfae 
Palestinians from their home- 
land and their movement from 
the west to the east of the 
River Jordan reflected the 
Arab Nation’s defeat, but the 
return of these Palestinians, 
albeit piecemeal, represents a 
victory for Arab rights, said 
Saoudi. 

In the view of Nicola Naser, 
a columnist in Al Ra’i. the 
repatriation of 30 Palestinians 
in the past weeks came as a 
blessing. But the writer said 
that the repatriation of die 
Palestinians upon a purely 
Israeli decision should be re- 
garded as a failure and not a 
victory for the Arab negotiators 
in Washington, and the world 
community. 

The writer said that Israel is 
picking up only certain ele- 
ments and certain people 
among those it had expelled 


although thousands of evictees 
have the right to return. By 
applying this method, said the 
writer. Israel is fragmenting 
and not implementing U.N. 
resolutions on the Palestinian 
people. 

Current rumours about the 
imminent decisions by the gov- 
ernment to issue temporary 
laws of the election and sales 
tax laws were tackled by a 
number of columnists. 

“No to the present election” 
was the title of an article by 
Dr. Fahed Al Fanek in Al Ra’i 
dafly in wbich be outlines the 
many disadvantages of the pre- 
sent law and advocates 
meaningful amendments. 


The 1986 election law is a 
farce since it allows people to 
reach Parliament in an unfair 
manner and deprives many 
others of this right, he said. He 
said that in certain constituen- 
cies a citizen has the right to 
vote for six people, but one is 
allowed to be voted for in 
other constituencies under the 
terms of the present law, said 
Fanek. He said there are many 
loopholes in the current law 
that should be plugged, or the 
whole election law replaced. 

Salameh Ekour. a columnist 
in Sawt Ai Shaab, demanded 
that the government introduce 
a law on elections that would 
cater to the higher national 


interests, disregarding the self- 
ish interests of certain political 
parties or deputies who see the 
present law as a means for 
reaching Parliament again. 

He also said that political 
parties should see that the 
higher national interest over- 
rides the interests of certain 
groups. 

In the view of Abdullah Al 
Khatib, a columnist in Al Dus- 
tour. the present election law is 
unfair because of the distribu- 
tion of the constituencies and 
the number of deputies to be 
elected in each of them. 

Dr. Khatib said that if the 
coming elections were held 
under the same law, one 


should not expect any change 
from the previous elections 
which did not satisfy the 
majority of the Jordanian peo- 
ple. 

Under the title of “Change 
of the election law «s inevit- 
able,” Mohammad Daoud. a 
columnist in Al Dustour. said 
that there is a general tendency 
to have the present law- 
changed in order to see tan 
elections in November. 

The writer said that many 
developments occurred in the 
political scene in Jordan jus- 
tifying this change and also 
that it is unreasonable to see 
some people voting for seven 
candidates in one constituency 
while other citizens are only 
allowed to vote for two or 
three. 

Salameh Ekour. a columnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab, described a 
decision by Fateh, the main 
group in the PLO, to allow 
Palestinians in the ra mps to 
hiitp part in the coming elec- 
tions as a dangerous move. He 
said that during the previous 
election the PLO refrained 
from supporting any of the 
candidates and the decision 
was right and wise. But he said 
that Fateh, which has a wide 
popular base, could be affect- 
ing the trend of the coming 
elections in Jordan with de- 
trimental consequences to the 
Jordanian candidates. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
drew attention to the fact that 
the community colleges in Jor- 
dan now number more than 50, 
but none of them helps end 
unemployment and if anything, 
they tend to aggravate the 
situation. Saleh Qallab said 
that the diplomas these com- 
munity colleges award to their 
graduates do not help them 
find jobs and 60 per cent of the 
graduates have been waiting 
for clerical jobs for the past 
eight years. He said commun- 
ity colleges should be trans- 
formed into vocational centres, 
providing courses that would 
help the graduates find jobs in 
the local market and abroad. 
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LETTERS 

i 


Degrees of fairness 

To the Editor: 

After the Lockerbie tragedy, when a Boeing 747 (Flight No. 
103/PA), a Pan Am jet, crashed in Scotland and 280 Americans 
lost their lives, America is calling not only for the two Libyans 
allegedly complidt In that disaster to be put on trial in America or 
Scotland, but also is demanding compensation for the families 
who lost relatives in that disaster. 

It is no secret that the state of Israel has been funded for the 
past 45 years by America, both at government level and by the 
Jewish lobby. There is also the question of arms supplied to 
Israel, from the same source, evidence of which I have seen with 
my own eyes. 

In view of the support, financial and with arms, to Israel, it 
would not be difficult to establish in any court of law that America 
has been complidt in the killing of thousands of Palestinian and 
Lebanese innocent men, women and children. No one ever 
mentioned compensation for the victims of Israeli aggression. 

Why then, the world is entitled to ask, is a premium put on the 
lives of the 280 Americans who lost their lives in the Lockerbie 
disaster? 

Are we now being told, by implication, that American lives are 
more important and of greater value than those of the Palestinian 

or the Lebanese? 

God help us if we are now being told there are varying values of 
human life. As a humanitarian, I find the suggestion quite 
repugnant. 

Strange, with 24,700 murders in the U.S. last year, it appeared 
to me that American lives were so cheap! 

When the Libyan leader, Muammar Qadhafi, claims that the 
two Libyans allegedly involved in die Lockerbie tragedy would 
not get a fair trial in either Britain or America, he is right because 
they, have already been found guilty by die media in both 
countries. 

I hope the United Nations Security Council will support his 
suggestion that they should be tried in a neutral country, before 
five judges appointed by the United Nations, and I hope the 
non-aligned nations will find that an acceptable solution. 
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Following is a summary of the 

b % B , ngS ^ ade , b y toe Palestinian 
and Israeli spokespersons attend- 
mg the ninth round of peace talks 
in Washington, on May 5, 

^Special from Washington 

m 

Palestinian briefing 

In her second press brieffing of 
the ninth round of peace talks 
Palestinian spokeswoman Dr' 
Hanan Ashrawi sought to under- 
line the importance and difficulty 
of the rarrent phase of nqK 
hons. Dr. Ashrawi stressed the 
need for Israel to back its state- 
ments by making tangible im- 
provements with regards to the 
human rights situation in the 
occupied territories. Now that the 
two sides are getting into the core 

« f matters, Ashrawi said, they are 
ndmg that there are serious gaps 
that need to be overcome. 

Of the second week of negotia- 
tions, Dr. Ashrawi said that the 
talks continue to be serious with 
substantive and business-like dis- 
cussions. Sbe pointed out 
though, that it will be difficult to 
report to the media on a daily 
basis now that they are dealing 
with the core issues and the de- 
tails pertaining to them. “The 
issues on the table are central 
issues and form the core of the 
substance, so it will be very diffi- 
cult to assess the basics of dis- 
■ agreement and the various pro- 
cess to untangle the differences” 
she said. 

Dr. Ashrawi stressed that there 
is a “difference in attitude” in this 
round and although there may be 
t more progress m discussions on 
™boe of the issues and less on 
another, “t be fact that we are 
discussing those Issues is signifi- 
cant,” she said. As an example, 
the Palestinian spokeswoman 
said that the discussions on ter- 
ritorial integrity were important 
and dealing with land as a whole 
is a very important issue. Asked if 
the Israelis have presented any- 
thing new to the Palestinians on 
the functional as opposed to the 
conceptual level. Dr. Ashrawi 
repeated that it is important that 
there is a discussion of territorial 
integrity, even if functionally 
there are differences between the 
two sides. “If we agreed func- 
tionally, there would be no need 
to negotiate. At least now there is 
a willingness to discuss issues that 
were previously taboo," she said. 

Dr. Ashrawi called on the 
Israelis to follow up on the prom- 


Delegation spokespersons report forward movement in ninth round 


return of more Palestinian expel- 
lees. She said that the Israeli 
attitude is judged by actions on 
ibe ground and not just by their 
statements or by cosmetic 
changes. Referring to Israel’s 
agreement to return thirty 
Palestinian expellees. Eh. Ashra- 
wi said that if these initial steps 
are to have any validity, then 
Israel needs to “sustain the 
atmosphere" and take concrete 
steps to improve the human rights 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies. This would include speeding 
the return of the Palestinian ex- 
pellees in Marj el Zohour, releas- 
ing of prisoners and ending the 
state of siege in the occupied 
territories and especially in Jeru- 
salem. The human context in 
which the talks are being held is 
primary and this remains the ma- 
jor setback to real progress Dr. 
Ashrawi explained. 

Concerning the working group 
on land. Dr. Ashrawi said that 
they are discussing the issues of 
substance which include: registra- 
tion, administration, categorisa- 
tion, zoning, planning and special 
sites. The focus of the Palestinian 
presentation was on the Terms of 
reference, jurisdiction, transfer 
of powers and responsibilities to 
the organs of the Pales tinian in- 
terim self-government in an insti- 
tutional way, and the availablity 
of relevant maps and data. Dr. 
Ashrawi said that in the discus- 
sions. the Palestinians are prob- 
ing to see how they can translate 
into functional steps the need to 
have land be treated as an integ- 
ral whole. 

Concerning the discussions on 
water. Dr. Ashrawi said that both 
sides made their presentations 
with the Palestinians presenting 
issues for discussion which the 
Israelis have so far refused to 
discuss. The issues that the 
Palestinians would like to discuss 
in this working group are: water 
rights and Israel's denial of these 
rights, the maldistribution of wa- 
ter, the profligate use of water by 
Jewish settlers, institutional con- 
trol and access to information, as 
wiell as the fact that the Palesti- 
nians have no control over their 
water. The Israeli presentation 
focused on resource management 
and use, as well as the data base. 
Asked to define what she meant 
by “water rights," Dr. Ashrawi 
said that the Palestinian presenta- 
tion concentrated on the issue of 
water rights because Israel always 
refuses to talk about it. “They 


ises they made last weekfor the always talk about water manage- 


ment/' she said. 

The Palestinian spokeswoman 
said the working group on the 
ISGA concept continued discus- 
sions on the terms of reference, 
the goals and objectives of the 
peace process, the linkage be- 
tween the interim phase and the 
permanent status, “permanent 
status being the full implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Coundl 
Resolutions 242 and 338” and 
that anything interim must not be 
prejudicial ■ to this implementa- 
tion and to the permanent status. 
Dr. Ashrawi said that there was 
also extensive discussion on leg- 
islation and on elections. The 
Israeli presentation focused on 
“areas of technique of legisla- 
tion” and the “process of mutual 
confirmation." Dr. Ashrawi did 
not wish to explain what is meant 
by the term “mutual confirma- 
tion.” The Palestinian presenta- 
tion continues to deal with the 
issue of primary as well as secon- 
dary legislation which she ex- 
plained, “must be dealt with as a 
whole and not fragmented into 
spheres or subjected to Israeli 
veto.” In terms of elections, the 
discussions were on bolding them 
□nder international supervision, 
as well as on eligibility for the 
running and voting in them. 

Asked if the Palestinians would 
like to have the Americans “sat at 
the table” with them. Dr. Ashra- 
wi said that the U.S. role has seen 
some development. They are tak- 
ing seriously the Palestinian de- 
mands and following up on them, 
she said, but there has been no 
formal request yet made to the 
Americans to sit at the negotiat- 
ing table. For now. Dr. Ashrawi 
said, the Palestinians would like 
more evenhanded involvement 
from the Americans. She con- 
cluded her answer by saying that 
at a certain point there may be a 
need for American mediation and 
“the only way they can effectively 
do that is in the negotiating 
room.” 

With regard to the suggestion 
by Dr. NabQ Shaath that a dec- 
laration of principle could poss- 
ibly be reached next week. Dr. 
Ashrawi explained that the issue 
of the declaration of principles 
was raised and each side pre- 
sented their views on it. The 
declaration would serve as a poli- 
tical framework and as such re- 
quires agreement on the. broad 
and basic issues since it will be 
seriously considered as a way to 
organise the work, she said. The 
Palestinian spokeswoman did not 


want to say whether or nor she 

thinks a declaration of principles 
will be made next week. 

Israeli briefing 

ISRAELI Spokesman Yossi 
Gal Thursday termed as “bizar- 
re” the Palestinian decision to 
suspend meetings in the working 
group on human rights and 
announced that an understanding 
was readied between the Jorda- 
nian and Israeli sides establishing 
three formal working groups to 
discuss “the whole range of 
issues” on the agenda. He identi- 
fied the three working groups by 
name (one group deals with the 
issues of water, energy, and en- 
vironment; the second group will 
discuss all issues related to secur- 
ity, borders and the elements of 
peace; and the third group deals 
with refugees, economic issues 
and bilateral cooperation). “We 
welcome this decision. We think 
that it is a step forward in that 
track," he said in reference to the 
meetings of these groups which 
he said started Wednesday. 

Mr. Gal termed negotiations 
with the Jordanians as “positive 
in spirit and approach” and said 
that the two sides agreed upon 
the working mechanism for pro- 
ceeding with the negotiations on 
that track. Asked during the 
question-and-answer session 
whether diplomatic and economic 
relations and the exchange of 
ambassadors were being discus- 
sed with the Jordanian delega- 
tion, Mr. Gal pointed to one of 
the groups that was established 
on that track — dealing with 
issues of security, borders and the 
elements of peace. “These are 
certainly elements of peace, and 
we have agreed with the Jorda- 
nians that this peace process 
should culminate in a peace trea- 
ty. And the exchange of ambassa- 
dors is certainly an ingredient of 
peace in our opiniou,” he said. 

In his opening statement, Mr. 
Gal welcomed the Arab decision 
to extend the talks for another 
week, saying that the Middle East 
peace process seems to have en- 
tered into a different phase — 
“different in character, content 
and hopefully, continuity." Mr. 
Gal said the Israeli side will con- 
tinue to press for continuous, 
uninterrupted negotiations be- 
cause “experience has shown that 
when we do not move forward, 
we move backwards.” 

The Israeli spokesman said 
there seems -to be a readiness on 


both the Israeli and Palestinian 
sides to enter into discussion on 
substantive issues. Israel, he said, 
has taken a number of steps in 
allowing the return of the 30 
deportees, family reunification 
and other measures in order to 
facilitate the talks and create a 
better atmosphere. He repeated 
tiie Israeli proposal to Palestinian 
negotiators on early empower- 
ment of authorities before the 
completion of interim self- 
government (ISGA) negotia- 
tions. Likewise, he said, the 
Israelis offered the Palestinians to 
negotiate the establishment of a 

police force so that that police 
force is in place when negotia- 
tions over self-government are 
concluded. 

He restated developments that 
have taken place in the negotiat- 
ing room thus far the two sides 
agreed to establish working 
groups dealing with (1) the con- 
cept of ISGA; (2) land and water 
issues; (3) a committee on human 
rights. The two rides also en- 
gaged in a mutual effort to arrive 
at a joint statement of principles 
in order to provide a framework 
for their negotiations, he said. In 
Thursday's session, he noted, the 
Israelis introduced a draft prop- 
osal for an agreed statement of 
principles. He agreed with 
Palestinian spokeswoman Hanan 
Ashrawi chat it is difficult to 
assess the talks on a daily basis. 
“On the one hand, the talks 
between Israel and the Palesti- 
nians now are dealing with the 
core issues of substance. We are 
discussing the essence of self- 
government, structure, legisla- 
tion, elections, land, fater, and 
other questions that are at the 
heart of negotiations. On the 
other hand, though, we should 
not expect dramatic break- 
throughs in these negotiations,” 
he warned. 

In what he termed a “bizarre 
move” that took the Israelis by 
surprise, Mr. Gal said the Palesti- 
nians announced last night the 
suspension of the working group 
on human rights. “This group, it 
will be remembered, was estab- 
lished at their request in order to 
deal with the humanitarian issues 
which they themselves raised and 
which directly affects (sic) the 
lives of Palestinians in the terri- 
tories,” he said, “one cannot 
describe the centrality of human 
rights issues and then 'at the same 
time decide to interrupt our work 
on these matters which have been 
termed by them as issues of thi 


utmost importance... We hope 
that this decision of theirs will be 
taken back,” he added. 

Regarding the Syrian-lsraeli 
track, Mr. Gal said there was “no 
news" about the questions the 
Israelis have posed to their Syrian 
counterparts. “We need to know 
what kind of peace Syria has in 
mind before we are in a position 
to elaborate on the question of 
withdrawal be said. 

With the Lebanese delegation, 
Mr. Gal said, the talks continue 
in a positive spirit and good 
atmosphere. The proposal sub- 
mitted to the Lebanese on Tues- 
day represents a political council 
for dealing with the outstanding 
security issues between the two 
sides. 

Mr. Gal was asked about the 
conflicting statements coming out 
of Israel with regards to Palesti- 
nians, a confederation with Jor- 
dan being one school of thought. 
Mr. Gal said these negotiations 
are not discussing final status 
issues. “We are only talking ab- 
out self-government here.* The 
idea (behind Madrid) also calls 
for leaving all the options for the 
final status open.” he insisted. 

Asked to elaborate on develop- 
ments on Israel’s proposal for 
early empowerment, Mr. Gal 
said the Israelis have not until 
now heard any response from 
their Palestinian colleagues. 

With respect to the Israeli 
answer to the review of Hamas 
expellees expected next Wednes- 
day — a delay which caused the 
suspension of the meetings on the 
human rights committee — Mr. 
Gal said the Palestinian 
announcement to suspend the 
meetings has put the “precondi- 
tion" that they will not resume 
the talks on that committee be- 
fore the review is completed. 
“We don't really think that any 
side should put any preconditions 
to the otheis. There is a review 
going on, and when this review is 
completed it will be presented," 
he insisted. 

Gal was asked if the committee 
on human rights would not re- 
sume its deliberations next wreck 
in the event that Israel does not 
come forward with a degree or 
step that would bring about the 
return of some of the Hamas 
expellees. To that, Gal said the 
Palestinian decision (to suspend 
the meetings in that committee) 
“does not correspond with what 


tecs). Important work is being 
done, and even today w'c con- 
tinued in the two other delega- 
tions. and even... presented a 
paper for their consideration, and 
there's an exchange of ideas on 
that statement of principles/' 

Mr. Gal was asked whether 
what he termed as a new phase 
of negotiations" means that (he 
two sides are at a point of agree- 
ment or that they are simply 
deliberating in a more 
businesslike manner without 
reaching any agreement on the 
points of friction. In reply. Mr. 
Gal said no one should expect 

anything dramatic to take place in 
these negotiations. “These nego- 
tiations arc different in ihai our 
Palestinian colleagues have final- 
ly agreed to enter into formal 
negotiating groups. And in each 
and every one of these negotiat- 
ing groups... we have started 
touching on iv>ues of substance,” 
he said. 

Asked what purpose the de- 
claration of principles with the 
Palestinians would serve. Mr. Gal 
explained that at the beginning of 
the negotiations, the Israelis pre- 
sented their Palestinians counter- 
parts with a whole list of options 
on how to proceed in the negotia- 
tions. “A declaration of princi- 
ple, if we manage to achieve it, 
will be a document that really 
outlines the basic agreements that 
we will hopefully reach on that 
self-government. So it will be a 
basis for the continuation of 
negotiations,” he said, although 
he denied that it would constitute 
a prerequisite for the continua- 
tion of the talks. 

The Israeli spokesman refused 
to go into the details of the 
declaration of principles. He 
would only say that the draft 
proposal submitted to the Palesti- 
nians Thursday came after three 
days of exchanges of views on the 
declaration during which the two 
sides touched on “formulations of 
certain items." The Palestinians 
are expected to come back after 
the weekend either with their 
proposal or with comments on 
the Israeli proposal “so that we 
can carry these attempts to reach 
a joint statement of principles to 
fruition/’ he said. 

Mr. Gal denied there is a dead- 
lock on the Syrian-lsraeli track 
and said that the two sides are in 


that while full withdrawal is a 
well-defined term, full peace is 
not. 

Mr. Gal said he docs r.ot know 
if a date for a meeting of the 
heads of delegations with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton has been fixed, 

Israeli negotiators’ briefing 

■ On Wednesday, May 5, 1993. 
the Israeli delegation held a press 
briefing for the Arab media. In 
the on-the-record part of the 
briefing, Israel's chief negotiator 
with the Syrian delegation, Ita- 
mar Rabinovich, took questions 
without presenting a prepared 
statement. Un Lubrani. chief 
Israeli negotiator on the Israeli- 
Lc ban esc track, discussed in an 
off-thc-rccord session a new 
Israeli proposal presented to the 
Lebanese delegation Tuesday. 

Mr. Rabinovich was asked 
whether the lack of progress on 
the Israeli -Syrian track was a 
result of the reluctance of both 
parties to commit themselves first 
to concrete statements about 
“what kind of peace" and “what 
kind of withdrawal” the two par- 
ties are willing to offer each 
other. “Rabinovich said that it 
was uue that the two sides are 
still talking about the same issues 
but he did not aarec that then* 
has not been anv deadlock. 

V 

He explained that for part of 
last week the two sides had been 
going over paragraphs one to four 
of the Israeli-Synan text for a 
second reading — paragraphs 
which had been written in 
September and October of last 
year. That made him realise 
“bow much distance has been 
covered” since tbc beginning of 
the negotiations. For the las: two 
days, he said, the two delegations 
tried to redraft the preamble of 
paragraph five which embodies 
the concept both parties have of 
the negotiations. In his opinion, 
the two sides have made “very 
substantial progress'* so far. He 
added that it was not unusual for 
negotiations to go through 
periods of ups and downs. 

On the issue of whether the 
Israelis are willing to be more 
specific on their idea of withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights, Mr. 
Rabinovich said that for Israel to 
do that, it needs to understand 
the kind of peace Syria is willing 
to offer. He added that so far 
Syrian chief negotiator Muaffaq 


the mitjst t>f a serious; attempt at 

reaching tjie statement oLprinci-^ AUaf was "not able to" tell the 
is going an in the .negotiating. ..plus. He noted that Israel's Com- Israelis whether “full peace" in- 
room in the two other tracks, ntents bn the Syrian formula of eludes diplomatic relations be- 
( Presumably, he means commit — fuJU pcicdbfortCail ^wthdaawal iii . . tween tiie two countries or not. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 




JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 




OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWE1SDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


G 





PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

TEL. £04676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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S CROWN INTL EST. ■ 

| Packing, shipping s 
J Forwarding, storage S 

jj worldwide Removals | 

** Air. Sea and Land 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Reataunnt' 


IICuJI 

120 

A ulh e n li c 
Chinese dishes. 

from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prepared by our 
Chinese chefs 

Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Tike swaj art* 
jabal A1 Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& industrial fid. 
TM. 883064 


I 



TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Tel.: 813219 


STUDIO SLUG 

■ 

Professorial Quality in ' 

1 Hour Service 

Develop ytkur colour film at 

our shop and get:- 

B ■ 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% iorgmr 


to enlarge* 

meat 20 x 30 cm 

. • • 

■ 

■ 

■ 

Stuneisani - 
Bank- Phone: 

Swefieh tel: 823891 



4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 




AVIS 


We try harder. 



Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


A 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer inps 
(8) days (7) nights 
Istanbul £800 H'B & lours 
Antalya $ BOO H/B 
Turkish Riviera £800 H/B 
Cyprus £770 B/B 
All in 5 star tNT'L HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International A 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 


& Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices . 
|_ra- )make sense for leisure & business travellers! 

Tel.: 6981 BO/6981 81, Fax 689307 ” 


MAWn A BIN R ESTAURANT I 

I — 

Special Ounese Foods 
SIdDed Chinese Chefs 

jppea IkJQ-330 £ h.CO-}!:30 duly 

Take away is jwraBabta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 
iTri. rtlftZL Amman] 

Cnee Tasted 
Always Loved 



F^£>i*NC ' 


AUTHENTIC^ 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 

elegam ■ 
colorful aimo 

moderate price? 


sftcmi»ni_icJ :&b0250 
l now Open daily l 


/ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girls School 

TtfnawayicmHaMt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

T*t. 638968 


% Restaurant With 
fin Artistic AmBiance 



entrno 


fl£ST*UH*NT 


M i M LMwu w pmarroBCwE 
"WBim tfuoi UBAOST re L- ante 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception 



1 


Airmen - Tel. 668193 
p.0.6ox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



Italian Restaurant 


Daily 

BUSINESS LUNCH 


AMouft I Nwr Orthodoxy 
Cirde • Jordan Supermarket 
BuMino . 2nd Floof 

Tel : 824677 


FORTE 

GRAND 

AMMA' 


China Town 

At Tbe Forte Grand A roman 
An cjujiiiaiitc new menu ai special prices 

far your reservation pleiac coil 
074 n J E*i 6338 or 574295. 
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ClTO 

Town 
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Sanchez 

Vicari© 

aims 

to be No. 1 


ROME (AP) — Arantxa Sanchez 
Vlcario makes no secret of her 
goal — the No. 1 ranking in 
women's tennis. 

And after years of hovering 

near die top, that goal is finally in 
sight. 

“I’d like to be No. 1,” the 
5*foot-6 (1.69 metres) Spaniard 
said Thursday, after reaching the 
quarterfinals of the Italian Open. 

But the quickly added: “Fra in 
no rush and it's not an obses- 
sion." 

Sanchez Vicario. however, is 
rushing ahead this season. 

With four tournament wins so 
far, she's the hottest player on the 
tour, moving up to No. 3 in the 
world rankings. 

Just ahead of her is Steffi Graf, 
who has lost two finals to Sanchez 
Vicario this year, including the 
Gdzen Cup in Hamburg, Ger- 
many, last Sunday. 

It was in that tournament that a 
man stabbed Monica Seles, die 
top ranked player in the world. 
Seles is expected to be out of 
action at least a month, and may 
miss the French Open and Wimb- 
ledon, two Grand Slams. 

Sandiez Vicario will certainly 
be a favourite in Paris, where she 
won the only Grand Slam of her 
career in 1 989. 

She credits her recent success 
to being in shape and playing 
more aggressively. ‘Tm playing 
with more confidence now," she 
said. 

Zn the quarterfinals, she was 
matched against No. S seed Jen- 
nifer Capriati. 

The other matches pitted No. 2 
Martina Navratilova against No. 
6 Conchita Martinez; No. 4 Mary 
Jce Fernandez against No. 8 
Anke Huber: and defending 
champion Gabriela Sabatini, 



Spain’s AraatmSMcbez Vicarto slams 
Rome Open (ttta photo) 


a return during a match at the 


Rome Open (Petra photo) 

seeded No. 3, against the surprise 
of the tournament — Italy's Fran- 
cesca Bentivoglio, a 16-year-old 
qualifier. 

No Italian woman has won the 
clay court classic since Raffaeia 
Reggi in 1985 or- reached the 
quarters since 1989. 

Bentivoglio earlier stunned 
No. 7 seed Jaha Novotna. Her 
latest victim Thursday night was 
no. 15 Natalia Zvereva. 

Before a packed centre court 
crowd that cheered her every 
winning point, Bentivoglio out- 
lasted Zvereva 7-5, 5-7, 6-4. 
Edberg, Better lira to nnsmferi 
player: Top two* seeds Edberg 
and Boris Becker, were both 
knocked out of the German Open 
men's clay-court championship 
by unseeded opponents in the 
third round Thursday. 

Sweden's Stefan Edberg, the 
□umber one seed, at least put up 
a strong fight before succumbing 
to Spain's Emilio Sanchez 4-6, 
7-6, 6-4 after two hours 22 mi- 
nutes. 

But Becker was soundly beaten 
6-3, 6-4 by compatriot Bemd 
Karbacher who now meets 
Sweden’s Magnus Gustafsson in 
the quarter-finabi 

"I went into the match to win 
— but I didn’t realise it would be 
so easy," said Karbachd, ranked 
76th in the world, after the 94- 
minute match. 


Becker, who seemed back on 
form after sweeping aside fellow 
German Cari-Uwe Steeb on 
Wednesday, played an erratic 
game marred by a host of simple 
mistakes and never managed to 
put the confident 25-year-old 
Karbacher under pressure. 

“He played excellently," Beck- 
er said in trying to explan his 
defeat. “I don't think his fore- 
hand has ever been so good." 

“I'm on OK form,” added the 
world No. 4, who has been pla- 
gued by illness and was whistled 
and booed off court in last week’s 
Madrid Open after an early- 
round loss to Argentine Franco 
Darin. 

“The other players know that 
Tm not as good on clay,” he 
added. 

Germany's Michael Stich, 12th 
the world, also won through to 
the quarter finals with a 7-6, 2-6, 
6-1 win over Austrian Thomas 
Muster. 

Shefton advances in flay courts of 
Tampa: Bryan Shelton fought off 
two match points and rallied to 
beat eighth-seeded Derrick Ros- 
tagno 1-6, 7-6 (13-11), 6-2 Thurs- 
day and advance to the quarter- 
finals of the $260,000 Usta Men's 
Gay Courts of Tampa. 

Shelton will meet No. 2 Wally 
Masur of Australia, who held off 
big-serving Brian Dunn 7-5. 1-6. 
6-4. 


Maradona Beirut guns leave 
suspension soccer stars ill-at-ease 

•b on. j BEIRUT (AFP) — Nerves about playing in Beirut and an injury tc 

I II 11 8 goalkeeper Cha Sans Kwang have thrown South Korea's World Cup 

*** ■& ■*, WP* ramnuiiM «lr Kinfm*o fi«vf aowia 


MADRID (AP) — Spanish - : soc- 
cer officials lifted a suspension 
against controversy-prone super- 
star Diego Maradona but fined 
him $5,000 for remarks he made 
critical of the organisation and for 
his role in a fight-filled match in 
March. 

The 32-year-old Argentine 
appeared Wednesday at the hear- 
ing held by the Spanish Soccer 
Federation's competition com- 
mittee. 

“The fine... seems fair to me," 
Maradona told reporters. “But l 
don't think the provisional sus- 
pension was correct. I'm too eld 
to repent for what I've done. 

“If it's meant to be HI play this 
weekend. That's the only thing 
Tm thinking about right now," he 
added. 

Many observers say Maradona’s 
main problem this season is his 
physical condition. 

In a related item, Maradona’s 
agent Marco Franchi said in a 
story int he Buenos Aires daily 
Garin that Maradona is on the 
brink of quitting the game — 
what Franchi termed a “soccer 
farewell.” 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Nerves about playing in Beirut and an injury to 
goalkeeper Cha Sans Kwang have thrown South Korea's World Cup 
campaign off track before their first game. 

. i -South Korea, favourites to win ’the five-team Asia- Group D 
qualifying tournament which started Friday, are “scared" of the guns 
tyring used to protect them, according -to a .team , spokesman. 

[£B fou* . tearqs. d^^Hplay ^JnstbLehauoa arejhJiL.ease_ J.he 
tournament wDl be first international sporting event held in Beirut 
since the ending of the 15-year civil war. 

The Lebanese authorities have provided squads of heavily armed 
guards for all the teams. The official cavalcade with sirens blaring 
that accompanies them to go training makes the locals think that 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri about to pass. 

According td a Lebanese security official “it is just a precaution, 
lost to reassure them.” 

But it has had the opposite effect on the South Koreans, favourites 
to reach the second round of qualifying from Group D. They reached 
the 1990 World Cup finals in Italy and are one of the Asian sides 
capable of getting to America next year. 

“It scares us to see all these guns,” said the team’s spokesman. 
“No-one wants to leave the hotel.” 

South Korea, who play their first game Sunday against Bahrain are 
also worried about the training grounds. 

Cha, the first choice goo [keeper, suffered a seriously twisted ankle 
during an early training sessions. South Korean coach Kim Ho said 
he was “doubtful” for Sunday’s game. 

Team officials from India and Hong Kong have also highlighted 
the disturbing effect of the omnipresent guns. “At least we are all as 
nervous as each oilier,” said one Hong Kong player. 

FIFA awarded the tournament to Beirut to encourage sport after 
the ending of the war in October 1990. The Lebanese are heralding 
their fust pnt-tar international event as a major stepping stone in 
the country’s r econ str uction. 

The gronp touted Friday with matches between Hong Kong and 
Bahrain, 'and Leb an on against India. 


Suns stun 

Lakers 

101-86 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
Phoenix Suns can breathe a sign 
of relief. 

The best team in the National 
Basketball Association all season 
avoided embarrassing elimination 
at the hands of the surprising Los 
Angeles Lakers for the second 
consecutive game with an im- 
pressive 101-86 victory on the 
road that knotted their first- 
round playoff series at two games 
each. 

’This team has a winning 
heart," said rookie Oliver Miller, 
who had 16 points for Phoenix. 
“You have seen the real Phoenix 
Suns tonight." 

Game five is set for Sunday in 
Phoenix as the Suns try to be- 
come the first team in NBA 
history to win a five-game playoff 
series after losing the first two 
games at home. 

At Indiana, the New York 
Knicks finally put away the pesky 
Pacers, but they needed overtime 
to do it. 

New York wrapped up a three 
games to one victory over Indiana 
with a 109-100 overtime win, 
while Seattle forced a fifth and 
deciding game in their first-round 
Western Conference playoff 
series by beating the Jazz in Utah 
93-80. 

The Lakers, the only team that 
qualified for the playoffs with a 
losing record, will get one more 
chance to pull oft one of the 
biggest upsets in NBA playoff 
history. But they stand little 
chance if the- Suns play as well as 
they did on Thursday. 

Charles Barkley returned to bis 
dominant form for Phoenix and 
scored 28 points, while Kevin 
Johnson matched Miller's output 
with 16 points for the Suns. 

“We're excited. It took us two 
games to warm up,” Johnson 
said. “Our back were definitely 
to the wall." 

Vlade Divac led the Lakers 
with 17 points and Tony smith 
added 15. 

The Suns led 43-39 at the half 
and steadily extended their lead 
to 12 points — 71-59 — heading 
into the final quarter. 

At Indiana, Doc Rivers kept 
the Knicks close late in the fourth 
quarter and took control in over- 
timejqrilh three three-pointers to 
bury the Facers and clinch the 
surprisingly tough series. 

The Knicks advanced to an 
Eastern Conference semifinal 
against the Charlotte Hornets, 
who eliminated the Boston Cel- 
tics Wednesday night. 

Patrick Ewing led the Knicks 
with 28 points and Anthony 
Mason had 25. But Rivers was 
the hero. He finished with 21 
points — 11 in overtime — and 
dished out 11 assists for New 
York. 

Indiana's Reggie Miller led all 
scorers with 33 points. 

Ar Utah, the Seattle Super- 
sonics staved off elimination with 
their seven-point victory over the 


Eddie Johnson scored 11 of his 
game-high 24 points in the final 
5:25 and Seattle held Utah .to 36 
second-half points to even the 
best-of-five series at two games 
each. The deader will be played 
Saturday in Seattle. 

The Sonics led 70-64 after three 
quarters and held Utah to just 16 
points in the fourth quarter. 
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Jordan’s A1 AhG 

A1 Maidan Basketball Tournament 


A1 Ahli score 135-50 
win over A1 Qiids 

By Aleen Bamzayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's A1 Ahli Friday won the opening match of 
A1 Maidan sports weekly’s basketball tournament, with a crushing 
135-50 victory over A1 Quds of Palestine. 

Seven Arab teams representing Lebanon, Iraq, Palestine and 
Jordan are taking part in the week-long tournament held on the 
occasion of the 40th anniversary of His Majesty King Hussein's 
assumption of constitutional powers. 

Minister of Youth Saleh Iisbeidat deputised for Prune Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker at the opening ceremony. 

Ai Ahli took an early lead in the match and had the dear upper 
hand at all times. They took an 11-2 and 19-7 lead m the first eight 
minutes, before playmaker Samir Murqus sank in a three-pointer. 

Ai Quds' players, on the other hand, seemed at a loss and tried 
to shoot three-pci nteTS with no effective rebounding almost all the 
time. 

AI Ahli’s Kama! Helou and Naser Bushnaq secured both 
defensive and offensive rebounding as their team had no problem 
penetrating their opponents' frail defences. 

AI Duds' energetic George Wakileh and teammates repeatedly 
tried to narrow the gap as AI Ahli led 40-19 after a three-pointer 
by Sami Sa’duldin. Two consecutive slam dunks by Bushnaq and 
Helen and a three-pointer by Sa'duldio took AI Ahli to a 55-19 
lead. 

The first half ended 6S-21. 

AI Ahli outscored AI Quds 13-1 at the beginning of the second 
half as they led 81-22. Jordan's 1990 first division titlcholders then 
resorted to a foil court press defence which further hindered AI 
Quds’ scoring ability. 

AI Ahli’s coach gave almost all bench playcis a chance to test 
their skill, as Zeid Aikhass, Walid Bad ran and Yousef Zaghloul 
continued to score, taking their team to an impressive 103-35 
lead. 

AI Quds players' individual efforts little succeeded in narrowing 
the wide gap as AI Ahli continued to score down to the last second 
when a three-pointer by Sa’duldin ended the match 135-50. 

On Saturday Jordan’s AJ Orthodox! play Lebanon's AI Riyadi 
at 4:30 p.m. while the Iraqi Air Force team play Lebanon’s AI 
Hikma. 



China fights the elements for East Asian games 

BEIJING (R) — Three Chinese militaiy planes will do battle with 
any clouds above Shanghai Sunday and make sure no rain falls 
during the opening ceremony of the East Asian Games, the 
overseas edition of the People's Daily said Friday. China, gunning 
for die right to host the 2000 Olympics, wants to show the world it 
can put on a good show. The newspaper did not say how the 
planes would do their work, the first such experiment in Chinese 
history. 

O’Neal easily wins NBA Rookie of the Year 

ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — ShaquQle O'Neal, the Orlando's* 
Magic's backboard-smashing centre and the most celebrated 
player to enter the NBA in a generation, easily won the NBA 
Rookie of the Year award Thursday. The 7-foot-l center received 
96 of a possible 98 votes from a nationwide panel of sports writers 
and broadcasters who regularly cover the NBA — three from 
each league city and 17 representing the national media. Center 
Alonzo Mourning of the Charlotte Hornets received the other 
two votes. O'Neal was the only player in the NBA’s top 10 in four 
statistical categories. He averaged 23.4 points, 13.9 rebounds and 
3.53 blocks per game and shot .562 from the field, leading all 
rookies in each of those categories. He was second in the league in 



rebound and battle. I was just doing by job.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HRSCH 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — -Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ1075 9865 09 4KQ63 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump and your right-hand op- 
ponent passes. What do you res- 
pond? 

A. — If you use transfer bids, trans- 
fer to two spades and then followup 
with three clubs— a gam* force with 
slam interest. If you use more stan- 
dard methods, start with a jump to. 
three spades. 

Q .2— -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q762 9 A3 OA 4876432 

Parmer opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A. — Obviously, it’s a matter of 
'whether you deem this band good 
enough for a two-over-one re- 
sponse. If you play that as a game 
force, you aren’t. Even if you don't, 
with most of your high cards in the 
short suits your hand isn’t as good 
aa it lodes. We would choose one 
spade in either case. 

QjJ- -As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦Void 763 4AKJ983 4Q9843 
Your right-hand opponent passes. 
What action do you take? 

A. — In our opinion, the hand is 
worth an opening bid. You have two 
defensive tricks and easy rebids no 
matter what partner does. By sim- 
ply bidding dubs twice next, you 
will get across to partner a very 
accurate picture of your hand. ' 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

♦Q106S tfK6 0AJ1O65 4K6 


Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do yon take? 

A. — Not an ideal hand for immedi- 
ate action. Howev er , if you do pass 
now, later competition' could be 
even more hazardous. To avoid the 
possibility of losing the spade suit, 
we would double, invaliding to pass 
ahd take our '■>»«"<*« should part- 
ner respond in clubs. 

Q.O — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ2 9K 0KQI093 48762 
The bidding haa proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 0 Pass 1 9 Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A, — Neither two dubs nor two dia- 
monds is particularly appealing to 
us. If then is e game here, it is likely 
to be in no trump, so w®T] just pre- 
tend that one of our diamonds is a 
heart and rebid one no tramp. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K106 9Q4 0QJ6 4AQ1054 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pam 2 4 Pam 

3 0 Paas ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Three no trump should be an 
excellent contract— if your side has 
a heart stopped (You an certainly 
not overly blessed is that depart- 
ment.) If not, five diamonds should 
have good play. The way to find out 

is to bid three spades. With a high 

heart honor, partner will, bid three 
no trump antea interested is bigger 
things. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY *, H*5 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carril Right* fondaton 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Things having to do with a wprkUy 
nature that you haven t had time 
for in foe past are more possible 
now but look to a serious associate 
for the swp ua nce you need to make 
your plans work properly. 

ARIES: March 21 to April 19) Ths 
practical aspects of your preen t 
activities can be solved and gotten 
out of the way early and then 
consider what you can do to he 
more money conscious in the days 
ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You certainly have every son of 
benefit flowing to you through 
handling personal matters which 
require more action, then you see 
ways to get new personal goals. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
see a mass of unfinished business at 
your fingertips so get it behind 
you, then you will be able to plan a 
private new ca m pa i gn to gain your 
ends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You need to do only a few 
things to make some present activi- 
ties work out as you wish, then 
seek out new intimate .ways to 
express yourself. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) The 
manner in which you have satisfac- 
tory handled official matters in the 
past should be the criterion by 
which you look at present obliga- 
tion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) That course of action that has 


jjLnsei vou «* much is drawing lo 
adose and it is advisable you 
nround for a new iiileicsi to focus 

your energy upon. 

LIBRA: {September 23 to October 
22) Think about the various prom* 
ites vou have made your attach- 
ment and do then »n a highly 
efficient manner before going on to 
new ones that appeal. 

SCORPIO: {October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Bring to the audition of 
outside contacts the satisfactory 
manner in which you have handled 
association matters, then present 
them with your new ambitions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the moment 
to make sure you finish one phase 
of a job that you have been doing 
before you po on to rnwthcr facet 

of work requiring your experience. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) The arrangements you 
made for some recreation you have 
enjoyed is just the right means by 
which to commence a new enter- 
tainment that appeals t^i y 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni-; 
ary 19) Tasks at your residence 
seem unending in the morning but 
get them behind you and later start*' 
something different on which you ; 
con put you energies. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March! 
20) There are a multitude of.; 
errands and communications for. 
vou to get out of the way before \ 
you sian on that new dct.iikd t 
course that appeals to you. . ) 


THE BETTER HALF* 


HOW COME THE ONES 
WHO HAVE THE LEAST 
TO SAY ARE ALWAYS 
THE ONES WHO TALK 
THE MOST? k > 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold 




TUMON 



FLYIM 




FRINIM 



YAXLAG 







Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: “ 


Yesterday’s 




Jumbles: FUDGE VISTA UNCLAD ENTICE 

Answer Rather big for baflet these days— AUDIENCES 


THE Daily Crossword Groat 


ACROSS 
1 Ouftdaimfbr 
one 

5 Narrow gorge 
10 Asian vessel 

14 Vex 

15 Major artery 

16 Per 

17 Fixed amount 

IB Repudiate 

19 Pretty 

20 — Rime 


iLLljTiB] 


“On the road 


24 Charged 


26 Skin: comb, 
form 

27 Introduction 
31 Plunder 

35 Andretti or Foyt 

36 Joyously 

38 Take unjustly 


40 Borgnine ram 

41 Glass sheet 

42 Educ, org. 

43 Setae tributary 

44 Father, In Eng. 

45 Band of tissue 
47 Most dmimAive 
49 Swanson of 

"Benson” 

51 Portico 

52 Kind of orange 
56 Sea mammals 

60 inspired with 
reverence 

61 Fat component 

63 Moslem leader 

64 Lounge about 

65 Hearth goddess 

66 — days' wonder 

67 Fr. magazme 

68 A Ford 

69 NobeUst Weed 

DOWN 

1 Tabor 

2 One for Becker 

3 Ancient Olympic 

site 

4 Itemized 

5 Window part 

6 — to it (get 
busy!} 


it lia 


Bttaa 

» mm 



jhb mm 

■■■■ ai 

auK mm 


P1S93 Tnetui* MkU Serv-co*. ire. 
M Agfits Resertwd 


7 Jack-ln*ttie- 
puipft 
6 Vtofm 

9 WefLbehaved 

10 Pun up stakes 

11 Transport by 
truck 

12 Eight prof. 

13 Muk component 
2i Vulgarian 

23 Cart 
25 Sweetener 
£7 Photograph 
2B Street show 

29 Mermaid's place 

30 Deserves 

32 Up in arms 

33 Roman date 

34 Sukers TV 
partner 

37 Particulars 

40 Tropical tree 

41 One of the 
Seven Hike 

43 Smiting Liaa 

44 Conspire 
46 Waste time 


Puzzle Solved: 


oiuiwn 

nnnGn nrarin 
Hnnci npjiigp] nnnri 

nnnn mnnn 

ngrmnfc rannia dno 
norara Einann nnnn 

□annan^nRnaHtinB 

i||r RRH88 ORBff 

nrann nnnnn nnnr 


49 bfco so mo 
music 

50 Was troubled 

52 Man or boy 

53 Militarily truant 

54 Qtckens gtn 


55 Lodi 
57 Jam 

14 ms 

56 Hind 
59 Soni 
62 Cibzi 
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Kuwait seen wary of IMF wage cut call 
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(R) Kuwait, trying; 
a budget deficit swollen 
Gnlf war costs, may start 
— gng more for some public 

s^ces but wffl not cotSva 

wages, officials are re- 
ported as sa ying 

The small Gulf state, whose 
£* nent Uvmg standards and 
pierous welfare system are 
oil exports, has prop- 
a 10 per cent cut in spendnus 

l? 93 ' 94 

Kuwait is also considering wavs 
of boosting non-oS revenue, fa5 
offiaals have reacted cautiously 

c Monetary 

Fund (IMF) recommendation for 
™rther belt-tightening in the 
pnn of artsin dvfi service salar- 
,es »°P e of its biggest expenses. 

*The study and the recom- 
mendations referred by die IMF 
to the government are not bind- 
ing and cutting salaries of govern- 
FV* employees is against the 

law., newspapers quoted Finance 

Minister Nasser Abdulla A1 


Rodhan as saying recently. 

“That plans are adopted by 
other countries for 
tans similar to Kuwait* s does not 
necessarily mean we should adopt 
such plans. But that should not 
stop us from seeing others* ex- 


solving pro b- urates pot 

ait’s does not $15 buhon 


Wages arrrmntrd for 27 per 
cent of state speoding in 1588/ 
1989, the lafi mil year for which 
official figures are available 02 
accounted for 87 per cent of 
revenue. Tax and services re- 
venue accounted fora total 12 per 


Sheikh Rodhan added in 
answer to a parliamentary ques- 
tion: “We are trying to improve 
our non-otl revenues, and to do 
tins we are studying the possibil- 
rty of increasing the comma! fees 
the government is charging for 
pubhc 


emirate was fibereted from Iraqi 
occ upat ion. Seme market esa- 
the value a t between 
and $35 biffion. 

Hospitals last month started 
charging non-Gnlf foreigners for 
sane services mdndmg diagnos- 
tic testing and radiology. 

But a health ministry official 
denied a newspaper report that 
hospitals had begun charging 
foreigners other than those man 
Gulf states a fiat admission fee of 
150 dinars (5495). 

Newspaper commentators have 
efiscussed the possibility of charg- 
ing for local telephone calls, cur- 


rently free. There has been no 
definitive comment from the gov- 
ernment on the idea. 

Pretiminary 1993/94 govern- 
ment plans forecast a deficit of 
1.02 UBion dinars (S3 38 billion) 
on spending of 3.774 billion (fi- 
nals (512.4 billion) and income of 
2.747 billion ($9.06 billion). 

The {dans have yet to be de- 
bated by parliament, where 
deputies demand beh- 
xn defence and major 
spending but want 
programmes maintained. 

An IMF report last month re- 
commended Kuwait cut the de- 


ficit by imposing charges for all 
state services apart from educa- 
tion, cutting government staff 
numbers and civil service salaries 
and raising domestic retail gaso- 



vahted at up to $100 bSHon, have 
been sapp ed by costs related to 
the 1991 conflict in winch the 
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French Franc 
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U.S. Dollar- 
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3.37 

Sterling Pound 
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Deutsche Mark 
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7.12 


Swiss Franc 

4.93 

4.61 

4.62 

4.37 

French Franc 

MEM 

7.25 

7.06 

6.75 

Japanese Yea 

3.16 

3.16 

3.25 

3.26 

European Currency Unit 

6.25 

6.06 

7.67 

7.50 
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■ Currency 

Bid - 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6620 

0.6640 

t Sterling Pound 
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1 

Japanese Yen* 
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Belgian Franc 
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■ Currency 

Bid 

Offer j 

- Bahraini Dinar 

1.7900 


Lebanese lira* 

— 1 

NUffRH 

Saadi Rfyal 

mmm 

^ 1 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2250 


Qatari Riyal 

— 

mmm 

! Egyptian Pound 

HUM 

mmm 

; Omani Riyal 

1.7390 


DAE Dirham 

0. 1645 

0. 1665 
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Index 

415/1993 Close 


Ad-Share 

199.66 

199 71 

Banking Sector 

136.22 

137.66 

Insurance Sector 

212.20 

212.04 

Industry Sector 

1 265.66 

264.95 

Services Sector 

266.56 

265.64 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2690/95 

1.5755/65 

1.7670/80 

1.4175/85 

3237/39 

5.3015/65 

1448/1451 

110.10/15 

73475/575 

6.6480/580 

6.0550/650 

$13770/80 

$357.60/358.10 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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XOaXOBAL CABLE A »K IWBFRCnRZBO 
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gkabd total 


TRAD IRC 
VOURE 
JD 

FKSV. 

ewia 

price 

OPSBUfG 

PUCE 

CLOSXRG 

razee 

2,461,660 

137.500 

136.000 

139.500 

45,042 

4.990 

4.970 

4.910 

1(281 

25.500 

25.750 

25.750 

43,916 

24.900 

24.900 

25.000 

276,(94 

1.020 

1.030 

1.920 

37,313 

4-OBO 

4.050 

3.900 

234,349 

2.920 

3.910 

3.020 

29,302 

2.410 

2.499 

2.409 

22,970 

3.700 

3.490 

a. (5o 

29,141 

4.309 

4.150 

4.490 

93,9(1 

4.210 

4.210 

4.170 

7,119 

J.29D 

3.250 

3.300 

4,627 

5.950 

5.930 

5. 930 

41,731 

5.400 

5.500 

5.540 

314.SU 

2.630 

1.650 

1.S60 

21,209 

3.600 

3.620 

1.559 

937,002 

1.990 

2. 060 

2.130 

6,600 

3.320 

2.300 

1.300 

1,494 

4-209 

4.000 

4.000 

900 

4.000 

4.000 

4.009 

149,421 

3.040 

3.600 

3.959 

12,490 

5.150 

3.000 

3,000 

41,693 

2.930 

2.930 

2.930 

11,940 

3.450 

3.400 

3.609 

119,012 

2.210 

3.190 

1.990 

(3,437 

7.670 

0.050 

0.070 

9,307 

1.320 

1.200 

1.220 

34,912 

5.400 

5.350 

5.230 

4,913 

2.30« 

2.400 

2.350 

92,733 

0.460 

0.460 

0.530 

103,150 

4.050 

4.010 

4.000 

131.231 

1.930 

1.040 

1.770 

669,497 

0.060 

0.060 

0.950 

7,272 

1.200 

1.200 

Z.170 

39,763 

1.970 

2.070 

2.190 

26,306 

1.340 

1.350 

1.330 

2,794 

6,500 

6.509 

4.500 

153,979 

2,190 

2.200 

2.210 

10,099 

1,970 

1.950 

1.9S9 

1,379.925 

2.090 

2.010 

2.200 

7,234 

4.440 

4.470 

4.500 

100,227 

10.510 

10.500 

10. COO 

5,737 

7.700 

7.700 

7.700 

375 

2.500 

2.500 

2.500 

■34,109 

4.930 

7.000 

7.140 

35,274 

9,950 

9.400 

9.410 

245.966 

7,050 

7.000 

7.090 

352,024 

7.37ft 

7.070 

6.960 

1,931 

2,540 

2.410 

2.420 

20,109 

3.430 

3.590 

3.570 

617 

3.050 

3.060 

3.969 

32,775 

21.950 

21.050 

21.959 

294.722 

3.300 

3.190 

3.259 

20,233 

0.700 

0.700 

0.710 

553,625 

14.500 

14.300 

14.400 

214,619 

3.300 

3.350 

3.290 

91,912 

13.310 

13.409 

13.300 

13, 113 

0.900 

0.990 

0.910 

34,993 

3.270 

3.250 

3.250 

49,613 

2.170 

2.140 

2.130 

26,140 

0.520 

-0.530 

0.57O 

353.656 

6.130 

6.059 

5.950 

56,970 

0.900 

0.909 

0.920 

173,721 

4.230 

4.130 

€.170 

17,610 

5.320 

5.450 

5.700 

53,539 

2.940 

2.900 

2.090 

235.331 

13.900 

9.500 

9.250 

16,650 

4.510 

4.500 

4.500 

12,529 

1.250 

1.260 

1.240 

71,993 

0.610 

0.40D 

0.620 

1,039 

4.100 

4.150 

4.15D 
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Seventy per cent of avfl service 
staff are Kuwaitis. About 90 per 
cent of Kuwaitis in employnient 
are in state jobs. 

Sheikh Rodhan, asked to pro- 
vide a projection of state finances 
until fiscal 1996/97, said in answer 
to the parliamentary question 
that spending was expected to 
increase to 4.62 bQfion dinars 
($25.24 billion) in that year. 

The main contributors to the 
rise would be state salaries and 
miscellaneous items including de- 
fence costs, he said. 

Austria 

offers to help 

Jordanian 

exporters 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A two-day 
seminar on how export proce- 
dures work and what should be 
done when preparing to market 
overseas, will take place Saturday 
and Sunday at the conference hall 
of the Amman Chamber of Com- 


China’s oil thirst may 
fuel Mideasf arms sales 


These miliar, organised by the 
Austrian Federal Economic 
Chamber in cooperation with the 
International Chamber of Com- 
merce (ICQ and the Jordan 
National Committee, wffl provide 
special assistance to Jordan's ex- 
porting sector. 

The bead of the Austrian Ex- 
port Academy, Dr. Hans Bauer, 
the export marketing specialist 
Dr. Guenter Langer and two 
leading Austrian export mana- 
gers (Dr. Michael Bidowski — 
textiles and dothing, Mr. Peter 
Makk — fruits and vegetable) 
wiD explain how export proce- 
dures work and evaluate what 
should be done when preparing 
to market overseas. 

This includes all aspects of 
development and market 
penetration with particular emph- 
asis on dealing until agents and 
distributors. This course, winds 
will provide basic information on 
exporting from Jordan to Au- 
stria, will be useful for business- 
men who require to understand 
the complete story in moving 
goods abroad, in particular to 
Western Europe. 

The seminar takes place at a 
time when a growth in exports is 
considered of crucial importance 
for Jordan’s economy. Given the 
relatively small size of the domes- 
tic market, foreign trade should 
become — as in the case of 
Austria — one of the most impor- 
tant elements of Jordan’s eco- 
nomy. 

Austria as a traditionally ex- 
port oriented nation wants to 
share knowhow in this field with 
Jordan. Austria is ready to serve 
as test market for Jordanian ex- 
porters who target their exports 
towards the larger and very com- 
petitive markets of Western 
Europe. 

On the other hand Austria has 
been the centre of East-West 
business for quite a while. Many 
Austrian trading companies have 
acquired a profound knowledge 
of Eastern European markets 
be of use to 


which could 
man exporters 


Jorda- 


SINGAFORE (R) — China is 
guzzling down more and more 
imported ofi and may start paying 
for it by supplying arms to oil 
producers in die Middle Ebsl 

Chinese energy demand is ex- 
ploding so fast dm it will have 
little choice but to turn to big 
MSdeast oil producers for supplies 
later this decade, a leading o0 
analyst said. 

Nudeast oil producers sold only 
about 70,000 barrels of oil a day 
to China last year but sales will 
leap to between 600,000 and 1,5 
million bands a day by the end of 
the decade, Fereidun Fesharaki, 
bead of resource programmes at 
Hawaii’s East-West Centre, said 
at an 03 conference here. 

That would make China one of 
the world’s biggest buyers of 
Midcast crude at the turn of tire 
century. 

“There is going to be a desire 
in China to import oil from the 
Mideast and supply the Mideast 
with nuclear power, sophisticated 
technology and arms,” Mr.. 
Fesharaki sad. 

Such trade “seems plausible**, 
one Western diplomat said. “Chi- 
na is interested in selling weapons 
and the Middle East is one of the 
biggest markets. I don't know 
where else they would get aD the 
money (to pay for high ofl im- 
ports).” 

An increasing pattern of arms 
for oil is certain to raise hackles in 
the United States, which has re- 
peatedly accused China of ex- 
porting arms and technology to 


Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria and other 
countries in the . KfiddJe East, 
analysts said. 

‘’There will be fraction with the 
U.S. but I don’t think China has 
any choice,” Mr. Fesharaki said. 
He expects China win become a 
net importer of crude oil by 
March 1994, several years earlier 
than previously expected. 

China’s gross domestic product 
12.8 per cent in .1992 and 

economists predict 23 
per cent growth tijg, year jgmore 
than half again as much as official 



The new chief of the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency said 
recently the agency is worried 

that China could supply arms to 

countries unable to get weapons 
from Western nations with 
tougher export controls. 

A bill before the U.S. Congress 
lays down conditions Peking must 
meet if Washington is to retain 
preferential tariffs for trade with 
China. The conditions include 
guidelines for the transfer of mis- 
siles and chemical and biological 
weapons. 

One Western diplomat said 
China would be playing with fire 



especially in regards to relations 
with the U.S.” 

The exact extent of any Amer- 
ican reaction is likely to be deter- 
mined by just what China sells 
and to whom, analyses said, with 
sales of weapons to U.S. allies 


Saudi Arabia and Kuwait toler- 
ated more easily than those to 
Iran and Iraq. 

China's weapons sales to Iran 
and Iraq tailed off after the two 
Islamic giants stopped fighting 
one another. But some analysts 
believe Tehran has now 
embarked on a major rebu i ld ing 

spree. 

China recently agreed to build 
two 300-megawatt nuclear rev- 
ton in southern Iran. The deal 
bans military use of nudear mate- 
rial and equipment and provides 
for supervision by the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). 

China has also agreed to join 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty in addition to abiding by 
the guidelines of the missile tech- 
nology control regime. 

Peking's foreign and domestic 
policy may also oe pressured by 
growing world concerns over its 
contribution to global wanning, 
analysts said. 

China will continue to generate 
three quarters of its energy by 
burning coal and analysts predict 
rising air pollution could more 
than offset gains from tough air 
bws in the West. 

Masao ltoh. director of the 
troleum supply department at 
apan's Nippon Oil Co., said 
China must work hard to use 
energy more efficiently. “Energy 
consumption ...is growing far too 
rapidly under the government’s 
promotion of reform and open 
market policy.” 
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Israel says bank bailout cost $9. lb 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
government’s bailout of banks a 
decade ago has so far cost more 
than $9 billion, the state financial 
watchdog, comptroller Miriam 
Ben-Porai, has reported. 

She said the full cost of a 1983 
arrangement, in which the state 
indirectly bought bank shares af- 
ter their value collapsed, could 
not be calculated until the shares 
were sold. 

She said the bank share agree- 
ment had cost Israeli S9.1 billion 
by the end of October 1991. 

“Not one bank controlling in- 
terest has been sold ...the direct 
damage to the state treasury 
...can only be calculated after 
their (the shares') sale.” the re- 
port said. 

The bank shares, whose value 
had .been manipulated by private 
bank owners before the 1983 
crash, were supposed to have 
been sold back to the public by 
next October. 

However, in unveiling prop- 
osed banking reforms last week 
the government acknowledged 
the deadline for selling the shares 
of Bank Hapoalim, Bank Leumi, 
Israel Discount Bank and Bank 
Mizrahi may be missed. 

The proposals, which must pass 
parliament, say independently 
appointed trustees should man- 
age the shares instead of the state 
if they are not sold. That would 
avoid the formal nationalisation 
that would otherwise take effect. 

Ms. Ben-Porat put the blame 
for delay squarely os the 1983 
scheme that created a “complete- 
ly unacceptable and unreasonable 
situation.” 

“On one side, the state guaran- 
tees the share prices and takes on 
the banks* losses from the man- 
ipulation ...until the date of the 
sale of the shares. On the other. 


the prior owners ...continue to 
run the banks and enjoy (he 
authority of appointing the direc- 
tors,” the report said. 

Ms. Ben-Porat said the bankers 
were involved in the process of 
selling shares but wanted to re- 
gain control, complicating the 
state’s efforts to privatise the 
banks. 

Some issues raised by Mr. Ben- 
Porat’s report were partially 
addressed in the reforms unveiled 
last week, which received cabinet 


approval Sunday. 

The reforms would force banks 
to sell all but 25 per cent of shares 
in non-banking companies, to sell 
some smaller banks they own and 
require a non-banking majority 
on bank-owned provident fund 
boards and investment commit- 
tees. 

Critics said the changes do not 
go far enough but treasury officials 
called them a compromise be- 
tween reformers' demands and 
bankers' opposition to limits. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


V 


FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA FILM 


DRACULA 
LOVE NEVER DIES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6:00. 8:15, 10:30 



Cmema PHILADELPHIA TeI : 634144 


The Man Who 

Loved Women 


Shows: 1130, 3-J0. 6:15. &30. 1030 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 699238 


Farouq A1 Fishawi / Ilham Shahin 

in -i 

Knights With a Style 

Arabic 

Shows: 12:15. 3:15. 6:15. 8 JO, 10:45 



Tel.: 675571 

A1 Mashtni Theatre 


Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre hosts 

Al Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled: ' 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suhetr Fahd, Mohammad Al Qabba- 
ni, Amer Al Khafash 


Nabil & Hisham'c 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


Michelin to shed 2,950 jobs 

CLERMONT-FERRAND, France (AFP) — The Michelin tyre 
manufacturer' plans to shed'2,950 jobs in France by the end of 1994, 
the company has said. - 

The company has shed 4.90ft jobs under h restructuring plan which 
was annofanci» itf October 1991. *• ■ 

Observers said that the plan was driven by crisis in the car industry 
which has deepened in recent months. 

Michelin, which is the biggest manufacturer of 
30,192 people in France. 


tyres, employs 


TO LET 

A furnished apartment Jabal Amman, between Third & 
Fourth Circles near Sudanese embassy. Three bedrooms, 
salon, sitting room, dining room, entrance balcony, 
kitchen & bathroom, separate telephone. 

For Information, please call tel. 641379 


FOR RENT 

Modern Furnished Apartments 

• One bedroom, living - dining room, kitchen & bath. 

• Studio of one bedroom, kitchenette and bath. 

Central heating & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman (Zahran quarter) bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner tel. 667862 - 642351 • 


r 


LUXURY VILLA 


For rent second floor of a villa with seperate entrance 
fully furnished, four bedrooms, two bathrooms, two large 
terraces over looking Abdoun erea with fountain, large 
dinning room living room and maid room. 

Located in Jebel Amman-Fourth circle-Mithka! Al Fayez 
street-opposite Jordan News Agecy PETRA - villa No. 55 


I nterestecfps^ftfe contact Tel: 651972 for appointment 


J 


WANTED... 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED SALES PEOPLE 

Requirements: 

1 . B. A. degree, preferably in management or 
marketing. 

2. A minimum of two years work experience. 

3. Previous experience in the field of sales. 

4. Presentable and outspoken. 

5. Not less than 25 years of age. 

6. Jordanian. 

7. Owns a car. 

8. Fluent in both English and Arabic. 

9. Ambitious, sociable, and very active. 

if interested, please phone to obtain an appoint- 
ment: 

Tel.: 6341 61 /Ext. 269 
Production Department / Amman 

Or write to: 

P.O.Box 279 / Amman / Jordan. 
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Patten 


urges 

better 


U.S. ties 


with China 


NEW YORK (AP) — Governor 
Cbris Patten of Hong Kong 
appealed to the United States to 
safeguard the colony's future by 
developing close ties with China 
and avoiding punitive trade res- 
trictions. 

Mr. Patten spent the week in 
Washington lobbying President 
Bill Clinton and congressional 
leaders to renew China’s '‘most- 
favoured nation” trade status — 
which carries the lowest tariffs. 


"The best guarantee of Hong 
Kong’s future prosperity, stability 
•and freedom is good, constructive 
and close relations between Chi- 
na and the United States” — its 
two largest trading partners, Mr. 
Patten said. 

Some in Congress want to 
attach human rights and other 
conditions to China’s trade sta- 
tus, but -Peking has warned 
against any such stipulations as 
interference in its internal affairs. 


The issue is critical to Hong 
Kong, whose economic lifeblood 
is trade with China. Hong Kong 
has warned that trade restrictions 
could cost it 70,000 jobs and slash 
its growth rate — 5 per cent last 
year after averaging eight per 
cent over the past 20 years — by 
half. 

With trade restrictions, “the 
people you hurt most are the 
people at the cutting edge of 
China's great experiment with 
economic liberalism,” Mr. Patten 
said in a speech to the National 
Committee on United States- 
Chma Relations, an educational 
group in New York. 


Mr. Patten, appointed in 1992, 
is expected to oe the last British 
colonial governor before Hong 
Kong reverts to Chinese control 
in 1997. 

He declined to say what kind of 
China policy appeared to be 
shaping up in Washington. He 
said it would be different from 
the policy under Mr. Bush, but 
would not elaborate. 

Mr. Clinton must decide by 
June 3 whether to renew China’s 
most-favoured trade status. Con- 
gress can reject the extension. 

President Clinton’s administra- 
tion plans to press Chinese 
policymakers on U.S. grievances 
about human rights and arms 
exports before the deadline. 


In the past few months “we 
have been talking quietly with 
China, trying to make as much 
progress as possible before the 
president sits down with Con- 
gress,” to discuss the annual re- 
newal of raost-favonred-nation 
status, said Assistant Secretary of 
State Winston Lord Thursday. 

Mr. Lord said he will follow up 
the diplomatic talks at meetings 
with Chinese leaders during an 
Asian tour starting next week. He 
also plans to attend the annual 
ministerial conference of 
ASEAN, the Association of 
South East Asian Nations. 


The U.S.-China discussions 
have centred on major American 
complaints including export of 
weapons of mass destruction, hu- 
man rights problems and repres- 
sion of Tibet,” Mr. Lord said. 

Mr. Lord, a former ambassa- 
dor in Pelting, got a sample of 
strong feelings in Congress about 
human rights in China during his 
first lengthy hearing before the 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Asian and Pacific Affairs. 

The cold war has ended and 
with it any reason “to play the 
China card against the Russians 
with those really bloody dictators 
in Peking,” said Rep. Dana 
Rohrabacher, a Republican. 


“I hope you’re not going to... 
say because our businessmen 
want to make lots of money we 
must have free-flowing com- 
merce,” Mr. Rohrabacher said. 
That would be taking “blood 
money from business as usual 
with a gang of thugs,” he added. 

Thursday’s hearing coincided 
with repots that China has con- 
tinued to ship surface-to-surface 
missiles to Pakistan despite a 
pledge to stop two years ago. 

“We have continuous bits of 
information and repots, mostly 
from human sources... that lead 
us to be concerned that China 
recently delivered M-ll missiles 
or parts of missiles to Pakistan,” 
said one U.S. official, who spoke 
only on condition of anonymity. 

State Department spokesman 
Joseph Snyder said if the adminis- 
tration found 'That China has 
engaged in improper transfers, it 
will not hesitate to take the action 
required under U.S. Missile Pro- 
liferation Law,” that could in- 
clude trade sanctions. 

China Friday rejected as 
“groundless” the U.S. claims. 

The report was “groundless,” a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said, . „ 

“China's position to observe 

the guidelines and parameters of 
the Missile Technology Control 

SSa.JSar -1 - 


Khmer Rouge threaten 


big assault in Cambodia 


PHUM THMTE, Cambodia (R) 
— Khmer Rouge guerrillas are 
poised for a major assault on 
government-controlled towns In 
northwestern Cambodia, a senior 
guerrilla officer said Friday. 

Khmer Rouge reinforcements 
are approaching Sisophon, Bat- 
tambang and Siem Reap and are 
poised to attack, he said in an 
interview, asking not to be named. 

"I think the attack on Viet- 
namese and their puppets will 
take place in the next few days,” 
he said, referring to the current 
Phnom Penh government, 
formed by the Vietnamese who 
occupied Cambodia from 1979- 
1989. 

The Khmer Rouge also denied 
Friday its troops attacked U.N. 
peacekeepers. It said the United 
Nations had become a hostage to 
the Phnom Penh administration 
and bad lost control of Cam- 
bodia. 

The Khmer Rouge has opted 
out of a 1991 peace agreement 
and refuses to lay down its arms 
or take part in multi-party elec- 
tions scheduled for May 23-27. 

The guerrillas have also with- 
drawn to their jungle stronghold 
and refuse to attend meetings of 
the Cambodian all-faction recon- 
ciliation body, the Supreme 
National Council (SNC), because 
they say it is unsafe. 

At a news conference in this 
Khmer Rouge stronghold near 
the Thai border, also known as 
Phum Malai, spokesman Mak 
Ben said his faction was being 
slandered for political reasons. 

“One of the UNTAC spokes- 
men and elements inside and 
outside UNTAC have tried to 
accuse the NADK (National 


Army of Democratic Kam- 
puchea, or Khmer Rouge) for 
attacks against UNTAC person- 
nel from Japan, India, China and Po- 
land,” Mr. Mak Ben said. 

UNTAC (the U.N. Transition- 
al Authority in Cambodia) is the 
official name of the 22,000-strong 
peacekeeping force. 

“The DK spokesman categor- 
ically rejects that slanderous 
accusation motivated by ill poli- 
tical intentions,” he said. “It is 
clear to all tbat Vietnamese 
aggressors and their puppets are 
responsible for the attack. 

“The UNTAC authorities have 
lost control of the situation and 
have become the hostage of the 
Vietnamese aggressors and their 
puppets,” he said. 

UNTAC has blamed the 
Maoist guerrilla faction for two 
attacks on peacekeepers Tuesday 
ard one Wednesday. 

U.N. officials said the Khmer 
Rouge ambushed a U.N. convoy, 
killing one Japanese civilian 
policeman and wounding eight 
other peacekeepers. 

Later on Tuesday Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas attacked a 
Chinese engineering base and ad- 
joining Polish facility with shells, 
rockets, mortars and small arms, 
U.N. officials said. 

U.N. investigators said an 
attack on a train northwest of 
Phnom Penh Wednesday was the 
work of the Khmer Rouge. At 
least 13 people were killed and 34 
were admitted to hospital after 
the attack. 

The Khmer Rouge also are 
prime suspects in the early morn- 
ing attack Friday on a U.N. base 
in southern Kompong Speu pro- 
vince that caused a Filipino civi- 


lian police officer to die of a heart 
attack, a United Nations spokes- 
man said. 

Four Bulgarian peacekeepers, 
a Columbian police officer and a 
Cambodian guard were wounded 
in the attack. 

While denying the attacks 
Tuesday and Wednesday the 
Khmer Rouge spokesman admit- 
ted to playing a role in a full-scale 
assault on northwestern Siem 
Reap town Monday, which he 
called a people's revolution 
“against the Vietnamese aggres- 
sors and their puppet.” 

* China has reacted with embar- 
rassment to the actions of its 
former proteges the Khmer 
Rouge as the radical group fans 
the flames of violence in Cam- 
bodia. 

Two weeks before the United 
Nations is to hold elections in 
Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge 
have unleashed a wave of vio- 
lence against civilians and U.N. 
forces, including a Chinese con- 
tingent. 

The confused and delayed 
reaction to an attack on their 
forces by the group that China 
supported with arms, money and 
diplomatic backing underlines 
Peking’s embarrassment at the 
situation. 

“The fog surrounding Peking’s 
relations with the Khmer Rouge 
shows that they no longer have 
any direct influence and that they 
want Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
to return to power,” a diplomat 
source said. 

China’s Foreign Ministry ex- 
pressed doubts Thursday about 
tire U.N. statement that the 
Khmer Rouge had launched a 
rocket, shell and mortar attack on 



At the headquarters of the royalist party In Sisophon, northern 
Cambodia, a party worker puts up a poster featuring Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk ahead of Cambodian elections (AFP photo) 


Chinese troops after a day ear- 
lier. 

“It is still unclear who made 
the bombardment,” spokesman 
Wu Jianmin told journalists 
Thursday. 

For the first time, the official 
Xinhua News Agency used the 
name “Khmer Rouge" rather 
than “the Party of Democratic 
Kampuchea” in its reports on an 
emergency session of Cambodia's 
Supreme National Council held 
here Thursday but boycotted by 
the radical Marxist guerrillas. 

China has continued to dis- 
tance itself from the Khmer 


Rouge, who have decided to 
boycott elections due from May 
23-27/ 

The head of the U.N. opera- 
tions in Cambodia, Yasushi 
Akashi, has stressed that there is 
“no longer any international 
dimension” to the problems in 
Cambodia but the issue remains 
of regional importance. 

Meanwhile, Japan is seriously 
considering pulling its peacekeep- 
ing troops out of Cambodia and 
has already drawn up an evacua- 
tion plan, the Kyodo News Agen- 
cy reported Friday as a minister 
called for the men to leave. 


Yeltsin’s drive for new 


constitution suffers setback 


MOSCOW (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin's drive to establish a 
presidential republic in Russia 
with a new constitution suffered a 
setback Friday when the constitu- 
tional commission rejected his 
draft for the new basic law. 

In a resolution, the Commis- 
sion on Constitutional Reform 
scrapped Mr. Yeltsin's draft as 
a whole charging that "several 
elements violated basic civil 
rights and the division of powers” 
between the legislative and the 
executive authority of the state. 

Nikolai Ryabov, deputy speak- 
er of parliament, accused Mr. 
Yeltsin of attempting to establish 
a “constitutional monarchy” in 
Russia and charged that powers 
vested in the presidency “con- 
tained elements dose to an auto- 
cracy”. 

Under the Yeltsin draft, Russia 
would have a strong presidency 
with power to unilaterally 
appoint the government and 
other key officials while the cur- 
rent hardline parliament would 
be replaced by a smaller bicamer- 
al legislature. 

Deputy and legal expert Oleg 
Rumyantsev, who has proposed a 


separate version for discussion by 
the National Commission, criti- 
cised Mr. Yeltsin's proposal. 

“It is a mistake to say that this 
draft was inspired by models of 
Latin American dictatorships,” 
he said. “Countries in Latin 
America rejected this type of 
constitution 40 or SO years ago. 


n 


The rejection of the draft by 
the commission, established in 
1990 by Mr. Yeltsin and the 
parliament, would force the Rus- 
sian leader to sidestep die estab- 
lished legal framework if he 
chooses to push through his own 
draft for the new constitution. 


Under the current Soviet-era 
constitution, the fullscale parlia- 
ment, the Congress of People's 
Deputies, is the only authority 
empowered to adopt a new con- 
stitution and it has agreed to 
study drafts approved by the 
commission. 

Tire Russian leader announced 
last week that he wanted regional 
leaders to delegate representati- 
ves to a constituent assembly 
that would be convened in a few 
weeks time to adopt the new 
constitution. 


Japan is reluctant over 


new date for Yeltsin visit 


General 


charges 


Peru army 


killings 


LIMA (R) — A Peruvian general 
who has taken refuge in the U.S. 
embassy charged that murders by 
the army were carried out with 
the knowledge of the highest 
levels of command but the army 
denied the charges. 

General Rodolfo Robles, 
bringing a controversial case back 
into the headlines, said nine stu- 
dents and a professor were killed 
last July by an intelligence unit 
operating with the approval and 
knowledge of army chief General 
Nicolas Hermoza. 

“The crime of La Cantuta (uni- 
versity) was committed by a spe- 
cial intelligence unit operating 
under the orders of Vladimiro 
Montesinos. virtual chief of the 
National Intelligence Service,” 
he said in a hand-written docu- 


U.K. Conservative Party 


suffers election battering 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa 
accepted Friday Russia's explana- 
tion of a second postponement of 
President Boris Yeltsin's visit to 
Tokyo but seemed less than keen 
to fix a new date. 

“They seem to have their own 
hope” of suggesting September 
or October as potential times,” 
Mr. Miyazawa told reporters. 
“But discussion is needed.” 

Mr. Miyazawa was speaking 
after receiving a message from 
Moscow saying the postponement 
was due to technical reasons in- 
cluding Mr. Yeltsin’s tight sche- 
dule. 

Foreign Ministry officials said 
Tokyo planned to send an envoy 
to Russia to discuss rescheduling, 
as suggested by a Russian deputy 
foreign minister when delivering 
the message Thursday to Japan's 
ambassador in Moscow. 


Mr. Yeltsin upset many in the 
Japanese government last 
September when be cancelled a 
visit to Tokyo at the last minute, 
citing political problems at home. 
He was to have discussed the 
long-running territorial dispute 
over the Kuril Islands. 


He won back some favour in 
mid- April when he suddenly 
announced the visit was resche- 
duled for the end of May. 


The latest announcement, 
made unilaterally through the 
Russian press, has sparked furth- 
er resentment against Mr. Yelt- 
sin. 

“Yeltsin’s capridonsness great- 
ly reduces our confidence in 
him,” the Yomiuri daily wrote 
Friday. 

Officially, tire Japanese gov- 
ernment is practising damage 
limitation control. - 


Police hunt 6th man in 


alleged plot to kill Havel 


PRAGUE (R) — Police were 
bunting Friday for a foreigner 
suspected of plotting to assassin- 
ate Czech President Vaclav 
Havel, apparently in retaliation 
for his call for military interven- 
tion in the Bosnian civil war. 

Interior Minister Jan Rural said 
Thursday night five foreigners 
had been arrested and a sixth was 
on the run after police were 
tipped off about a conspiracy to 
kill Mr. Havel, the 56-year-old 
former dissident who led 
Czechoslovakia's “velvet revolu- 
tion” against communism. 

Police in several districts of 
Prague stopped motorists for 
identity cheats and searched cars 
for weapons Friday. 

Newspapers published what 
they said was the text of an 
anonymous letter which promp- 
ted police to arrest the five men 
and seize cars and weapons. 

The letter, written in fractured 


Czech, said extremists from Mon- 
tenegro were preparing to kill the 
president because of “the recent 
of Have] in the United 
States and his statement about 
Yugoslavia.” 


At a White House news confer- 
ence last month, Mr. Havel called 
for -more resolute action to end 
the fighting m former Yugoslavia 
and appeared to back air strikes 
on Serb artillery positions. 


The letter gave the nicknames 
of several of the alleged plotters 
and said they were being sought 
by Interpol, the international 
police organisation, on charges 
r ang ing from murder to illegal 
possession of weapons. 

The newspaper Mlada Fronts 
Dnes quoted an unnamed senior 
Interior Ministry official as saying 
the assassination conspiracy 
should be taken with a pinch of 
salt. 


ment. 

But the army, in a statement 
late Thursday, said: “General 
Robles has made grave charges 
against army commander and 
other officials without proof to 
back them up.” 

It said if be was aware of 
abuses he had “the moral obliga- 
tion” tp denounce them sooner, 
adding the document “despite the 
false charges” would be sent to 
the military justice tribunal inves- 
tigating the case. 

The charges and counter- 
charges followed a day of com- 
motion in Lima after troop move- 
ments around dawn sparked coup 
Tumours that were later denied by 
President Alberto Fujimori’s 
office. 

Gen. Robles linked his dismis- 
sal from a high-level army post 
last week to his knowledge, 
obtained by what he called 
“credible” intelligence sources, 
of the details of several cases of 
human rights abases. 


LONDON (R) — British voters 
have hammered the Conservative 
government in local elections, pil- 
ing pressure on Prime Minister 
John Major to shift some minis- 
ters and reinvigorate his divided 
party. 

Mr. Major conceded Friday 
that dramatic losses in the council 
polls and in a by-election were a 
verdict on his government’s per- 
formance as it struggles to end a 
protracted recession. 

“People were determined -to 
give the government a bloody 
nose, and that in practice is what 
they did last night,” he told re- 
porters. “We are clearly coming 
out of recession, but the effects of 
that are not felt. People feel 
bruised, they feel hurt.” 

In its first test of popularity 
since holding on to power at a 
general election in April 1992, 
the Conservatives were left con- 
trolling only one of the 47 local 
councils in England and Wales in 
Thursday's polling rout. 

In the by-election in the south- 
ern town of Newbury, minority 
Liberal Democrat David Ren del 
was elected by a huge margin of 


more than 22,000 votes. The 
Conservatives had held the seat 
since 1924. 

The defeat cut Mr. Major's 
majority in the 651-seat House of 
Commons to 19, further reducing 
his ability to push through con- 
tentious legislation like the bill 
ratifying the Maastricht Treaty on 
European Union. 

Some Conservatives called for 
the immediate resignation of 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Fi- 
nance Minister} Nprman Lament, 
who was forced to make a humi- 
liating U-turn last September and 
withdraw sterling from the ex- 
change rate mechanism. 

“Obviously the chancellor 
must go and it was a grave mis- 
take that he wasn’t changed last 
autumn,” said Conservative MP 
John Carlisle. “1 fear that despite 
the better news, which we ■all 
welcome, that people are deeply 
suspicious that the wrong man is 
at the helm.” 

“People feel the government is 
listless, it is drifting from one 
crisis to another. It doesn’t seem 
to have any purpose,” Mr. Car- 
lisle said. 


Millions of poor said at 


risk from disasters 


GENEVA (R) — The world’s 
major disaster relief body Friday 
said growing poverty and cats in 
Western aid put tens of millions 
of people in poorer coentries 
under new risk from man-made 
and natural catastrophes. 

The International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) said statistics 
covering much of the past two 
decades showed a steady climb in 
the numbers killed or whose lives 
were wrecked by disasters each 
year. 

“In 1980, some 100 million 
people were affected by major 
disasters. By 1991, this figure had 
reached 311 million. Over the 


-same period, development aid 
actually declined,” the IFRC said 
.In its first annual world disasters 
report. 


A senior federation official told 
a news conference projections 
based on current trends indicated 
that by die year 2000 half a billion 
people — or some eight per cent 
of the world’s population try then 
— would be hit. 


More local conflicts and the 
spread of industry meant disas- 
ters were becoming more com- 
plex, said the rep ort, issued by 
the Geneva-based IFRC to mark 
World Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Day this weekend. 


New 


president 


VOWS 


to unify 
Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AFP) — ■ Sri Lank- 
an Premier Dingiri Banda Wi- 
jetunga has elected president Fri- 
day and vowed to unify this ethni- 
cally and politically fragmented 
island republic and stamp out 
violence and intolerance. 

Parliament unanimously 
elected Mr- Wijetunga. 71. as 
successor to assassinated Presi- 
dent Ranasinghe Fremadasa, 
who has blown up in a suspected 
Tamil Tiger guerrilla suicide 
attack during a May Day rally 
here. 


“My first priority will be to 
unify the nation. We will explore 
the possibilities and the impossi- 
bilities. Unifying a nation in 
pieces is a lengthy process," Mr. 
Wijetunga told reporters just af- 
ter being president. 

Mr. Wijetunga in his accept- 
ance speech to parliament prom- 
ised a “new social order” and 
described his philosophy of life in 
a Buddhist scripture: “I will do 
what I say and wfll not say any- 
thing I cannot do.” 

He called for opposition sup- 
port to “stamp out violence and 
other negative and evil forces that 
mar the sanctity of life.” 

He said the unanimous approv- 
al of his candidature brought to 
mind a William Shakespeare 
quotation: “Some have greatness 
thrust upon them ” 


tv 


“I will endeavour to establish a 
new social order in which there 
will not be even a trace of arbit- 
rariness and intolerance. I invite 
you to join hands with me in 
working for the achievement of 
these ideals,” Mr. Wijetunga 
said. 

He said be hoped to have a new 
cabinet and a prime minister 
appointed within 48 hours but 
was not planning major changes 
in the administration because he 
planned to continue with the 
open' economic policies of his 
predecessor. 

Mr. Wijetunga had no immedi- 
ate strategy to solve the long- 
drawn out ethnic conflict between 
minority Tamils and majority 
Sinhalese which claims a daily 
death tolL 


“What we have is not a Tamil 
issue, but a terrorism problem. 
The LTTE (the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam) is an illegal army 
on our soil and we will have to 
disarm them," Mr. Wijetunga 
fold reporters in parliament. 

He said the investigation into 
the Premadasa assassination was 
continuing and declined to con- 
firm a police accusation that the 
Tamil Tigers were the chief sus- 


However be said the author- 
ities would be compelled to de- 
ploy more security personnel for 
the protection of leaders although 
be himself did not fear for his life. 
“Why should I fear. Life is so 
uncertain. That is the certainty." 

Mr. Wijetunga’s election as Sri 
Lanka's third executive president 
was greeted by table thumping on 
both sides of the house but the 
euphoria was drowned. when a 
leftist firebrand Vasudeva 
Nanayakkara demanded the gov- 
ernment’s resignation. 

“The government must resign 
and stage elections,” Mr. 
Nanayakkara, the lone MP from 
his New Equal Society Party, 
said. 'Tin not a party to these 
congratulatory messages of the 
opposition.” 

Opposition leader Sirima Ban- 
daranaike backed Mr. Wijetunga 
but asked him to scrap the 
French-style executive presidency 
and revert to the Westminster 
system of partiamentary demo- 
cracy which the country had till 
1978. 


China set to back U.N. call to N. Korea 


TOKYO (Agencies) — China is 
likely to agree to a U.N. resolu- 
tion urging North Korea to go 
back on its decision to leave an 
international nuclear control 
pact, the Japanese daily Yomiuii 
Shim bun reported Friday. 

Discussion of the American- 
proposed resolution began last 
week among the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council — the United States, 
Britain, China, France and 
Russia. 


daily 


As .Pyongyang’s long-time ally, 
China's decision on the resolution 


has attracted wide attention. Pek- 
ing could veto any U.N. move of 
winch it disapproves. 

Yomiuri said comments by 
Chinese sources suggested that 
Peking wonld not object to die 
resolution if some amendments 
were made to the text. 

It said an early draft mentioned 
possible unspecified action by the 
Security Council should North 
Korea foil to convince it that it 
was not secretly developing nuc- 
lear weapons. 

The Japanese daily quoted a 
Chinese U.N. diplomat in New 
York as saying: "We are not 
saying we object to this resolu- 
tion.” 


North Korea withdrew from 
the Nuc lear Non-Pro life ration 
Treaty (NPT) m March, shortly 
before an International Atomic 
Energy Agency deadline for it to 
open two military sites to nuclear 
inspection. 

The nuclear watchdog later re- 
ferred the matter to the United 
Nations Security Council, where 
measures including possible sanc- 
tions against North Korea have 

been under discussion. 

Meanwhile a South Korean 
government study said Friday 

economic sanctions against North 
Korea would have a greater im- 
pact than expected despite the 
reclusive state’s low reliance on 
foreign trade. 

The Foreign Minis try’s Insti- 
tute of Foreign Affairs and 
National Security said sanctions 
would have a “considerable im- 
pact” on North Korea due to the 
“fundamental vulnerabilities of 
its trade structure.” 

But the report warned that 
imposing sanctions might possibly 
lead to political instability and 
any sea or air blockade ordered 
to enforce the sanctions could 
trigger a military incident. 

The U.N. Security Council is 
expected to pass a - resolution 


soon strongly urging North Korea 
-to retract its March 12 decision to 
withdraw from the Nudear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) mid 
bar international inspections of 
its nuclear facilities. 

A second resolution calling for 
economic sanctions may be issued 
around the June 12 deadline 
when Pyongyang’s withdrawal 
takes effect, although China has 
been using its clout as one of the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council to delay and 
moderate such a move. 


lateral foreign trade in 1991 was 
minimal, at only S2.7 billion, 
China accounted for 32 per cent 
of its imports and 23 per cent of 
its exports. 


China is also North Korea’s 
mean oil and food supplier, 
accounting for about a million 
tonnes of the total 1.35 million 
tonnes of oil imported last year 
and all of North Korea’s 680,000 
tonnes of food imports, the re- 
port said. 


North Korea's ruling party 
organ, the Rodong Sbinmnn, 
commenting on reports Pyon- 
gyang appeared to be easing its 
stance, vowed in a report moni- 
tored here that it wonld “never 
change” its decision to withdraw 
from NPT. 


The report said China, which 
last year established ties with 
Seoul and has been drifting away 
from Pyongyang, would be un- 
likely to directly oppose U.N. 
sanctions becanse of its need to 
persuade Washington to renew its 
most-favoured-nation (MRsn 

trading status. 


Lee Dong-Hui, author of the 
report and a research professor at 
tire government-funded think 
tank, said in a telephone inter- 
view. that a cutoff in North 
Korea’s oil and rice imports from 
China, “could lead to disturb- 
ances to the economy in the short 
term and in the long term to 
political instability.” 

Although North Korea’s bi- 


Chnra is also seeking to attract 
more Japanese investment and 
expand ties with South Korea 
the report said, adding Pek- 
ing has repeatedly said it supports 
the principle of a nuclear 
weapons-free Korean peninsula 
Due to this, Mr. Lee said! 
China was unlikely to veto any 
sanctions, although it may not 
folly cooperate in enforcing 
them. 
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Clinton sees 

woman president 
in his lifetime 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
dent Bill Clinton has predicted a 
woman would be elected presi- 
dent in his lifetime and said 
Americans might find a woman in 
charge at the white House more 
acceptable than his wife's high- 
profile advisory role. “A woman 
will be elected president probably 
in my lifetime.” Mr. Clinton said. 
“There might even be less con- 
troversy in that than the part- 
nership' That Hillary and 1 have 
established.** Hillary 1 Rodham 
Clinton has been a highly visible 
adviser to the new president and 
heads the administration's heai $ 
care reform task force. In a joinf 
interview with his wife aired on 
the NBC Television nerwork Fri- 
day evening, the president said he 
thought Americans were “in- 
creaangly moving to the position 
that everybodv ought to be able 
to fulfil their abilities.'' He ack- 
nowledged some Americans had 
questioned his wife’s high profile. 
But he said it was his "duty...to 
use all the people I can find to use 
to help advance the public in- 
terest. And I think the fact that 
we’re doing this health care thing 
together and that she’s taken a 
lead on it is a good thing for the 
American people,” he said. 
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Bosnia’s Eurovision 
band comes out 
of Sarajevo T ;< 


ZACREB (R) — The Fazla Band 
had to tape their entry for the 
1993 Eurovision Song Contest 
during quiet periods in the siege 
of Sarajevo so the sound of gun- 
fire would not spoil the record- 
ing. Their journey to Ireland, 
where the 25-nation televised 
European music contest will be 
held on May 15. was also prob- 
ably a little more hazardous than 
most. On the night the band 
made the trip across Sarajevo 
Airport, two other people were 
killed in the area and 16 wounded 
in a fierce outbreak of shelling 
machinegun fire. “Our lives were 
in constant danger,” lead singer 
Mohammad Fazlagic — nick- 
named Fazla — told Reuters in 
an interview in Zagreb, “there 
was shooting and shelling while 
we ran across the airport in the 
middle of the night.’The band 
made it through to win the re- 
gional Eurovision preliminaries 
in Ljubljana with their haunting 
ballad “All The Pam In tbe Wodd, a 
love song from a soldier defend- 
ing Sarajevo to his girlfriend. *lt .4 
chorus runs: 

“The whole world's pain is in 
Bosnia tonight. 

I'm staying here to challenge 
and to fight. 

I'm not afraid to stumble and 
to foil, 

I’ll never stop to sing,' 

They can't take my soul.” 
Following the break-up of the old 
Yugoslavia, Bosnia became a 
member of Eurovision at the 
beginning of this year. Serbia has 
been excluded from the competi- 
tion. The band are determined to 
use die contest to show that the 
city is part of Europe. 
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80 houses burn 
down in divorce 
dispute 


* 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — An 
argument between a divorcing 
couple was the likely cause of a 
six-hour fire near Phnom Penh’s 
red light district Friday which 
burned at least 80 buildings to the 
ground but caused only minor 
injuries, governn\ei*t police sdid. 
A woman who recently bought 
the house from the divorcing cou- 
ple said the husband and wife had 
argued over how to split the 
proceeds from the sale, and 
police said they were seeking to 
question the husband in connec- 
tion with arson. Damage to the 
metal, machinery and electrical 
shops in the neighbourhood was 
estimated at $1 million. , 


New Indian airline’s 

first flight lands 
at wrong airport 


NEW DELHI (AFP] 
agural flight of priv; 
ways, which has pron 
a tough fight to 
maligned state-run ] 
bnes, landed at the w 
Wednesday, the Pre 
Ma (PTI) said. Th« 
fondled down at an aj 
on the outskirts of 
Coimbatore in south 
stead of landing at 
airport, the news a 
Aviation authorities 
thecrew and canceile 
flight to Bombay, it $ 
on secondment from 
Ansen Aviation Woi 
at the controls of the 
inquiry was likely to 
into the incident, whi 

headed an Airbus to 
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